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Act 1

HOME
The audience enters through the front door of Adam and Eve's house.  They sit in the center of the house.  The house is contained by four walls made of white scrim.  The scrim has photographs, wall paper patterns and other ornaments burnt into the fabric.  When the action of the play is inside the house, the walls remain solid.  All exterior scenes throughout the first act are lit outside the darkened house. There are six rooms: kitchen, dining room, living room, master bedroom, Cain and Abel’s  bedrooms and a bathroom.  It’s dark inside.

The house is filled with unpacked boxes.

A stray violin is heard playing in the distance.    A tsunami wave is heard.  

Music plays.  

ADAM and EVE are seen looking through the windows of the house.
The door bell rings.  Again. 

EVE opens the front door of the house.  Holding hands they step inside.

ADAM leaves EVE and turns on a light.

ADAM

This is it.

EVE

Are you sure?

ADAM

See any other place?

EVE

The angels were quick about it, weren’t they?

ADAM

Did you tip them?

EVE

Although the fat one kept standing and staring with that look.

ADAM

He was mocking you.

EVE

He poked a little fun.

ADAM

Kept rubbing is throat.

EVE

They were sweet.  They didn’t laugh or anything.

ADAM

Just flew back to the coup, I guess.

EVE

They stank.

ADAM

I’ll never forget the smell.  

EVE

Rank!

ADAM

Did you tip them?

EVE

They said it was on the house.

The sun sets.  

EVE presses her nose up against a window.
Already.  The sun's gone away? 
ADAM

Is it supposed to?

EVE
Where'd the sun go?  Adam?

ADAM

Shhh.

EVE
Okay.  Okay.  Still at window.  But what are we supposed to do?

Silence.   EVE bites her nails.   Nasty habit.

ADAM

This wasn't my fault and I don't want to talk about why and how - 

EVE

I never asked you that.  Fixes his hair.   How you feel?

ADAM

A little chilly.  Like a breeze wrapped itself around my skin - me only - Do I look guilty E?  Like I should be followed.

EVE

Do we look like we feel?

​ADAM

Do you think the place is bugged?
EVE Jumping on top of the table. 

BUGS?

ADAM

You look like a wife in that dress.   You feel like a wife?

EVE

I feel like a vacation photo, captured ... I need sun - a big window to sit by. 

ADAM

This is how it is. Do I look guilty E?  Like I should be followed?

EVE

You're frightened. As soon as you untie the knots in your stomach and your hands, the chase'll be over.

ADAM

Coming from you, who's own blood makes you sweat – 

EVE 
I'm going to bed.  Something we agree on.  Sleep.  When it's dark.

They both walk to the bed and get in.

ADAM moves close to her, under the sheets.  They fuck.  We hear the sounds.

We see CAIN outside the house crying.

ADAM

What is it?

EVE

Just sleep.  Let's sleep, o.k.?
ADAM

Are you upset?

EVE

Go to sleep.

ADAM

Not if you're angry.

EVE

I didn't say that.

Silence.

ADAM

I love you.

EVE

What do you mean?

Silence.

ADAM

Fine.  I'll go to sleep.

The sun rises.   Door bell rings.  

EVE

The sun’s come back.

The bell rings again.  Again.  Again.  EVE goes to the front door and opens it

CAIN is on his hands and knees at the door. 

CAIN

I ... I ... I ... I lost ... I lost ... I lost ... I lost ... I lost ... I lost ... I lost  ... my ... ... I ... I ... I lost ... I lost ...

ADAM slams the door shut.

ADAM

Where do you think you're going mister!?

CAIN shoots his parents with his finger.  

EVE

Look at your hands.

ADAM inspects his hands.  

ADAM
What?
EVE takes CAIN into the bathroom.

EVE
Dirty little hands.

ADAM

What's a little dirt?  What, he can't play in the dirt?  

EVE

This little monster’s ours.  We have to keep him clean, yes?  He’s come to save us, don’t you understand, from having only each other to talk to.

ADAM

He’s ours.

EVE

I’ll put him to bed.

EVE carries CAIN to bed.  ADAM and EVE stand over CAIN.

Here you go.  Now … go to sleep.  Go to sleep.  Okay, go to sleep.  Close your eyes, go to sleep.  Go to sleep.  Good boy.
ADAM and EVE leave CAIN’s room.

Violin plays.  

CAIN tosses in his bed.  

A CHORUS OF NEIGHBORS appear in the backyard.  LILY, dressed in blue, is highlighted in the crowd.    

The CHORUS and LILY speak the following.   

CHORUS/LILY
Decide if you're funny or not

If funny, decide or not

You're not funny

Funny, if you're not

If funny, decide or not

Not if you're funny

Funny, if you're not

If you're not, decide, funny

CAIN

I’m gonna build you a garden … in your backyard.  Then you can call this home.

LILY/CHORUS

Decide, funny

If you're not

Decide, if you're not

Not if you decide

If you're not

If not funny, decide

Not if you decide

If you're not funny

If not funny, decide

Decide if you're funny or not

If you're not funny

You're not funny
CAIN  Simultaneously with above.
And then he said "Who".  "Who".  Who are you?  "Who?"  and scared all the clouds to their rooms and he was there in the middle of a clear day - a boy too hot to smile.  
CAIN turns his night-light on.  He leaves his room, holding the night-light in his hand, and searches the house.  He hears ADAM and EVE fucking.  He's frightened. The sounds stop.  CAIN goes into their bedroom.  He nudges EVE, three times, but she continues to sleep, heavily in bed.  EVE moans.

EVE

You want to sleep with mommy and daddy?

CAIN nods and jumps in between them, under the covers.

ADAM

Can you sleep now?

The sun rises.

The doorbell rings.  Again.  Again.  Again.

ADAM and EVE don’t budge.

CAIN gets up and answers it.

ABEL is standing outside the door.  

CAIN

Hey. The folks are in bed.  Come on.  You want to play?

They walk quietly to the back yard.  CAIN pulls out a large white bucket.  He takes off the cover and starts mumbling into the bucket.

ABEL

What are you doing?

CAIN

You have to buy a ticket, if you want to see.

ABEL

How much is a ticket?

CAIN

Do you think we let anyone buy a ticket?

ABEL

Come on.  How much?  Does Mom know you're doing this?

CAIN

She knows!

ABEL

Okay.

CAIN

Do you want to see the Frog Home or not?

ABEL

Sure.

CAIN

You have to catch a frog first.

ABEL

No way.  They're supposed to give bumps, or some sort of rash ...

CAIN
Dad, tell you that?  Only toads make you sick, frogs are harmless.

ABEL

Really?

CAIN

You think I'd lie to you?

ABEL

What?

CAIN

Do you have a net or something?

ABEL

I could use my jacket.

CAIN

Go ahead then, what are you waiting for?

ABEL

So ... what am I supposed to do?

CAIN

Just catch one little frog and put it in the bucket.

A couple of frogs croak.
ABEL

Hey, did you hear that?

CAIN

You think I'm deaf?

ABEL

That was definitely a croak.

CAIN

There it is.

ABEL

It's big.

CAIN

I dare you to pick it up with your hands.  I'll be nice to you for a week.

ABEL

Seriously?

CAIN

Go on and catch it.  I'll give you a million dollars.  Don't be a sissy.

ABEL inches toward the frog, and grabs it.  

In his hands the frog screams a piercing sound that scares ABEL.

ABEL

What do I do?  It most be the mother.  Stop it!

CAIN

Drop it.  It's not the mother.  They don't have mothers.
ABEL drops it.  The frog continues scream loudly.
Kick it.  Go on, before it gets away.  KICK IT.

ABEL kicks it up against the wall of the house.

Stillness.

ABEL
I didn't want to hurt it.  It jumped.

CAIN

I said kick it, not kill it.

ABEL
Didn't you see it?  It jumped.  It tried to jump.   I didn't want to do it.

CAIN picks it up, with ABEL's jacket.

 CAIN

Don't get upset.  Don't worry about it, I'll take care of it.

ABEL

You will?

CAIN

 But you owe me.

ABEL

Thanks.

ABEL goes inside, sits on the couch in the living room, and CAIN follows with the frog in his shirt.  CAIN goes straight into the bathroom.  EVE is sitting on the toilet

EVE

What are you doing?!

CAIN

Whoops.  Sorry Mom.

EVE

I'm done.  Come in.  What are you sneaking into the bathroom for?

CAIN

Nothing.  Don't worry about it Mom, it's nothing.

EVE

Look at your face.  You're lying.  You look just like your father.

EVE reveals the frog in ABEL’s jacket.

CAIN

I didn't do anything, I swear Mom.

EVE

Why would you lie to me?

CAIN

I'm not lying.  I swear.  I just found it like that.

Silence.  CAIN drops the frog in the toilet and flushes.

EVE

Come here.  Crying.  It happens honey.  That's all I know.  It's okay.

EVE holds CAIN in her arms.   ADAM walks into the bathroom. 

ADAM

What a party, and no one invited me?  What are you doing in here?

CAIN closes the lid to the toilet without being noticed.

EVE

Nothing.  I'm taking care of it.

ADAM moves CAIN away from the toilet and lifts the lid to use it.

ADAM

A FLOATING FROG IN THE TOILET?!!  

CAIN

It's his swimming pool ...

ADAM
Go to your room and wait for me there.  

CAIN

He went for a swim and he didn't have his water wings ...

ADAM
Now!

CAIN goes to his room, and sits on the bed.

EVE

I don't think he knew what he was doing.   I could tell by his eyes.  He was looking right at me.

ADAM

You think your kids are innocent?  

EVE

I'm making dinner.

ADAM

Fine.  Abel help your mother.

ABEL  Quietly.

Sure.

EVE

I'm making dinner.

ADAM goes into CAIN's room to spank him.

ADAM To Cain.

Don’t look at me.

Lights go out in Cain's room.  ABEL stands outside his bedroom door, listening.

ADAM

You like killing frogs, don’t you?

CAIN

No.

ADAM

Do you like being a frog killer?

CAIN

I love it.

Spank.

ADAM

Don’t look at me frog killer.

Spank.

EVE

Abel, will you please come here and help me?

ABEL  Not moving.

Okay!

EVE

Abel come in here and help your mother set the table!

ABEL

Okay Mom.

ABEL goes to the kitchen.

EVE

You know you are such a smart boy Abel.  And so handsome too.  You are.  I don't know where you get it, but you are.   Smile.  So handsome.  

ABEL tries to see the reflection of his smile in a utensil, in the window etc.

ABEL

What do you mean you don't know where I got it, you made me - didn't you?

EVE

With my four hands - I put you together.  For months I worked and worked and... look at you.  My big boy, always singing some song or another, making the windows rattle.  
CAIN

I’m sorry Dad.  I’m sorry.

EVE  Cutting onions, crying.

You hungry?  Do I look hungry Abel?  Boy, can you eat.  That's why I love cooking, because I know how much both my sons can eat and you keep growing- because I cook for you.  Tonight, Cream Spinach with onions.  

ADAM

Don’t look at me!

EVE

You smile, light up, every time I make it and I don't like it much, but I eat it, because I know how happy it makes you and to see you both so happy, makes me happy.  We're always hungry and happy, my boys and I.  

ABEL

What do you mean?  You are happy aren't you?

EVE

Of course.

ABEL

Mom?

ADAM comes out of CAIN's room.

ADAM
Is dinner ready yet?

EVE

Come to the table.  To ABEL.  Go and tell your brother we're getting ready to eat, will you?

ABEL

Sure thing.

CAIN
I'M NOT EATING!!!!

ADAM

Don't make me come in there again.  Go get him Abel.  Watches ABEL.
ABEL reluctantly walks toward CAIN's room.

ABEL

Do I have to?

ADAM

Go get him Abel.

EVE

Get your brother Abel.
ABEL  Inching toward CAIN’s door.

Hey, Cain?  

CAIN

No.

ABEL

Mom says to come to dinner.  

CAIN

NO.

ABEL

Whispering through the door.    I'm sorry.

CAIN opens his door and grabs ABEL.

CAIN

You're not sorry.  Throws ABEL against door. But you will be.  ABEL laughs.  CAIN hits him.  Stop smiling.  CAIN hits him again.
ABEL  Laughing.

I am.

CAIN

You're not, you think it's funny.

CAIN hits him again.

ABEL

OOOWW!!!

CAIN

Shut up.

ABEL laughs.

ADAM

GET IN HERE NOW!   DON'T MAKE ME SAY IT AGAIN!!!

CAIN mumbles and escorts ABEL to the table, pinching his side.  They all sit down to dinner.
The family sits in silence around the table.   We hear: a cough, a scrape, a breath, a chair scotched, an elbow on the table etc. etc.  Until, total silence. 

CAIN tries to break it with a joke.

CAIN

What did the salt say to the pepper?   Let's shake on it!!!   Let's shake on it!!  Okay, okay ... what did the big rose say to the little rose?  Hiya Bud!!!!    Hiya Bud!!!   It's a scream!!!   It's a scream!!!!

ABEL laughs.  EVE hits ABEL's hands.  ABEL laughs louder.  Until:

ADAM

You think that's funny?  What makes you think  that that's so funny?  Why would that be funny?

CHORUS
If you're not funny.  You're not funny.

EVE

He's rather amusing.  It's not  not funny.

ADAM

You don't think that's funny, you're not even close to smiling.

EVE

And what's funny?  Comedian of the house.  Designator of the laughs.

ADAM

When someone trips or ... when something spills ... or ... not salt and pepper and certainly not roses, they're not funny.
EVE

They're funny to Cain.

CAIN

Mom, please ...

ADAM

He doesn't have a sense of humor - look at him.

ABEL  Trying to contain his laughter.

I thought it was pretty funny.

ADAM/CAIN

Nobody asked you.

ADAM  To ABLE.

Does your brother look like a funny person?

ABLE laughs hard.  

EVE  To ADAM.

When's the last time you smiled?  Do you even remember how ... What's it take?  How about ... I climb up on the roof and jump off, landing flat on my face.  That ought to get you going -

ABEL

Mom!

ADAM

Shut up.  Sure Eve, why don't we try that and we can teach our boys how to really entertain.    You know what's funny boys?

CAIN

What Dad?

ADAM throws his glass, breaking it.
ADAM

The look on all your faces.  Get me a camera.  This is funny.

EVE

Then, where's your smile?

Door bell rings.  CAIN opens the door.  LILY stands outside holding a pie.        The CHORUS stands behind her.

LILY

Hi, I'm your neighbor.  I'm from next door.

CAIN slams the door shut.

ADAM  To audience.
Someone had to move in sometime I guess.

CAIN

What am I supposed to do?

ABEL

Open the door you moron.

CAIN  Going to ABEL.

What did you say?

EVE

Open the door Cain.

ADAM

Open the door and see what she wants.

CAIN opens the front door again.  The neighbors have gone.

LILY

Hi, I'm your neighbor.  I'm from next door.  Please don't slam the door again.

CAIN leaves the door open and steps back.

CAIN

What do you want?

LILY

I wanted to come over to say hello.  Your house always seems so quiet from the outside.  

ADAM

What'd you have there?

LILY

Pie. For you. I didn't make it - I bought it, from a bakery.

EVE

What's that?

LILY

A place where they make pies.  And pastries.  Cookies.  Sweet things.

EVE

Really.

ADAM

What's your name?

LILY

Li, Li, Lily, sir.

ADAM

What's your father's name?

LILY

I'm not quite sure.

ADAM

Well what's your mother's name?

LILY

Lilith.

ADAM

Really.

LILY

You don't like it?  She says her name makes people feel safe 'cause it doesn't get stuck in your throat.  Everybody likes her name.

CAIN

It's the truth. I think it's a great name.  I'd say almost ... very attractive.

ABEL

I think it's pretty.

ADAM

I guess, since you told us, uhhh, your name, it would only be fair to, ummmmm, introduce you to everybody.   Uhhhh, this one over here, is my youngest, ummmmm, and this one over here is my oldest, uhhhh, there's only two of them, and looks at LILY  I named them, uhhhh, Cain and Abel.  

CAIN

I'm Cain, he's Abel.

EVE

Hi.  I'm Eve.  Eve.  Gets stuck in your cheeks. Thanks for the pie.  That's very sweet.

LILY

Oh, it is miss.

ADAM

What?

EVE

Sorry, we can't invite you in right now, maybe some other time.

LILY To ADAM.

I heard you don't like being on the bottom.

ADAM shuts the door.  EVE shuts all the windows and blinds, afraid of being watched.

CAIN

Did she say where she lived?  Lily, right.  She seems nice, a girl and all.

ABEL  Following CAIN.
You like her?

CAIN

Do you?

ABEL

No.   I don't want to talk about it.

CAIN

You know you're not really my brother?

ABEL

Shut up.

CAIN

You've got to be like some sixth cousin twice removed or something.   You're a fucking neighbor, you're in the wrong house.    

ABEL

Shut your dirty face.

CAIN
I swear, you have a Polish uncle that I don't have.

ABEL

That's not funny, you pig.

CAIN

At least I live with my real family.

ABEL

This is my family.

CAIN

How do you know?

ABEL

BECAUSE!     CAIN whistles looking doubtful at ABEL.  

SHUT UP!!!

CAIN

I didn't say a thing.

ABEL

This is my family.

CAIN

You don't look to sure.  Get out of my room.  We're not sleeping together anymore.   Stranger.

ABEL

Just say you're my brother.   Please.

CAIN

I'll see you in the morning.

ABEL

Please.

CAIN

Goodnight, Pollock.

ABEL goes to his room.  EVE comes to CAIN's door.

EVE

Want the night-light on?

CAIN

Mom?

EVE

What?

CAIN

I didn't do anything.

EVE

Want the night-light on?

CAIN

No.

EVE

You okay in the dark?

CAIN

I'm okay in the dark.

EVE

Oh.

Music and bright lights.

The family goes through their minute minuet.  Daily rituals, errands, eating, boredom etc.  

ADAM and EVE end up at the door with their coats on, ready to leave.

EVE

We’re going out for awhile.  You can take care of yourselves.  Be in bed by ten, ok?

CAIN

Where are you going?

ADAM

Out.  You gotta know everything?  In bed by 10, like she said.

CAIN

When are you going to be home?  What if something happens?

EVE

You’re in charge Cain.

ADAM sarcastically

Ohhhh, the whole house is coming down, piece by piece.

EVE

He’s got in under his thumb, under his whole  hand.

ADAM

Like I said.

EVE winks at Cain.  They leave.
CAIN and ABEL watch ADAM and EVE leave, through different windows.

CAIN

Okay let’s get to work.

CAIN begins to clean.  ABEL goes into his room and turns on the stereo, dancing.

CAIN finds a pair of ABEL’s shoes in the living room.  He picks them up and takes them to ABEL’s room.

CAIN

See these?  Let me show you something.  These  CAIN throws the pair of shoes at ABEL.   belong in here.

ABEL

Here comes the big brother, like he owns the place.  This is Dad’s house – you’re a guest, remember?

CAIN

Coming from the Pollack.  We’re both strangers here, don’t get too comfortable. Walks away.  Stops.  Turn that down.

ABEL turns his stereo up and runs after CAIN spitting on him.

ABLE

I do too belong here

They push fight.

Stop it.

CAIN

Oh what does that mean?

ABEL

Animal.

CAIN

Shut up.

ABEL

You’re jealous.

The fight stops.

CAIN

Of what,  you whiner.

Long pause.

ABEL

They’d rather have just have me here.  You’re extra, you’re not even funny and they don’t know what to do with you.

Wipes spit off his shoulder and slaps it on ABEL’s face.

CAIN

Grow up.  I don’t have time for this.

CAIN walks away.

ABEL

I’m sorry.    Cain   I’m sorry.  Where are you going?

CAIN

Don’t talk to me.  I have things to do.

ABEL runs outside to his sheep.  He picks a special sheep and deflates it, walking off into the darkness.

CAIN begins to set up the decorations for Daddy’s Birthday.  He tries to sing or whistle the “Happy Birthday” song but fails.

We then see ADAM and EVE sitting in a movie theatre, watching a porn flic together. They never look at each other, nor touch each other.   Rigid, excited, uncomfortable, and fascinated.

ABEL comes back into the house and flops on the couch and turns on the t.v.  His hands are bloody.

CAIN

Hey lazy … catch.

CAIN throws knives from the kitchen telling ABEL to catch.  ABEL blocks the throws with a cushion.  Trying to laugh.

ABLE

You’re throwing ‘em to fast.

CAIN

That’s part of the game.  Catch.

ABLE

Stop it.  Stop it… 

ABEL builds a blockade and hides inside.

CAIN

Maybe you’re not as stupid as I think you are.

ABEL

And you’re so smart.

CAIN

I’m older.  Right?  Silence.    Right?

ABEL

Right.

CAIN

Leave it at that.

ABEL begins to speak.

Shhhhhhh.

CAIN comes into the living room, changes the channel and sits down.  Silent, ABEL gets up and changes the channel back.    

This continues for a bit until CAIN turns the t.v. off.  

CAIN

I need help.  I’m in charge and I need your help.

ABEL

I gotta wash my hands

ABEL goes into the bathroom and locks the door.

CAIN

Come clean this up.  Now …

ABEL

No …

CAIN  Pushing ABEL into the bathroom.

Yes.

ABEL  Locking the door.

No – you’re mean, you animal.

CAIN

Open the door, Abel.

ABEL

I’m not as stupid as you thought, right – old man.
CAIN bangs on the door.

CAIN

Come out like a man.  You’ll be a man – before this night’s over.
ABEL

I’m a kid you freak!

CAIN

OLD ENOUGH TO TAKE IT!

ABEL

What are you talking about!?

CAIN

Now you’re playing stupid again.

Unsuccessful, CAIN turns off the lights in the house.  Continually daring him to come out like a man.

Once the lights are out, CAIN waits.  ABEL comes out in tears, scared.

ABEL

Cain?   Cain?  I can’t see anything.

CAIN

In this game I have to find you in the dark.  You’re here to rip me off, and I have to catch you before you make away with my stuff.  Thief.

ABEL

I don’t like that game either.  Aren’t there any better ideas, hopscotch or something?  Don’t you want me to help?  Turn the lights, I’m ready to help.

CAIN

Too late.  Silence.  Oh, thief-man, I can smell you all the way over here.  Lazy coward.

ABEL

I can smell you too.  You smell like you’re rotting inside.  Your heart and your liver and your stomach.  You’re molding.

CAIN

Keep talking.

ABEL

I’m not scarred of you.

CAIN

You should be.

ABEL begins to knocks things over on purpose.

ABEL

They’re gonna think you didn’t do your job.  You’re just making it worse for yourself.

CAIN

Keep talking.  I can feel your breathing;  I can smell your breath.

This banter goes on until in the dark they find each other.  CAIN on top of him, drooling or threatening to drool on his face.  

The front door opens ADAM enters and turns on the lights.  The boys get up.  EVE pushes through with:

EVE

Surprise!!!   Surprise!!! SURPRISE!!!

EVE and ABEL start singing.  CAIN mouths the words, picking up all the objects ABEL knocked over.

  EVE/ABEL Singing.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU

HAPPY BIRTHDAY DEAR DADDY

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU

EVE turns off the light and lights a candle and puts it in a cupcake.

ABEL

Make a wish and don't tell mama.  Come on concentrate, this is serious, it's your wish.   

ADAM blows out the candle.

CAIN

We got you presents.

ADAM

More stuff huh?  Another year older and shoved further into the corner.  This better be good.

Both boys present a box to ADAM.

ABEL

Open mine first.

CAIN

He’ll open which ever one he wants to.  Don’t do that.

ADAM shakes Abel’s box.

ADAM

Heavy.  Hmm.  It’s a just add water time-machine, a fireplace, a serious answer, a way further in, an explanation.  One year wiser.  I know, I don’t look it.

EVE

Open it Adam, we’re all waiting.

ADAM

Mind your own business.

ADAM opens Abel’s box.

ABEL

I killed it myself.  For you.  Happy birthday.

ABEL turns to CAIN and sticks his tongue out.

EVE

Lamb chops.

ADAM

I knew that.  This is beautiful, means a lot.  Edible, now that’s smart. Give me a kiss.

ABEL stands stunned, smiling.

CAIN

What about mine dad?

ADAM  To EVE.

Where’s my present.  I doubt you got me anything, right?  Stop smiling, for crying out loud.

CAIN  Handing ADAM his box.

From your oldest.  Your first.

ADAM
In all your maturity, sit down.  Over there.  

He hands CAIN back the box.  Smiling at ABEL.  

Thank you Abel.  

ABEL

It’s all for you.

ADAM

Do you mean it?  You don’t want any?

CAIN

Dad!

ABEL

It’s for you.

EVE

Open Cain’s …

ADAM  To ABEL.

I’ll share some with you.  A bite, you know.  You gotta taste the fruits of your labor.  Okay Cain. Lay it on me.

Quiet as ADAM opens the second present.  EVE leaves to go get her pie.

CAIN

I know you’ll like them.  Are you happy dad?

ADAM lifts up five huge ears of corn.

ADAM

What?  Am I what? That’s not the point is it?  I’ve taught you that much right?  Don’t answer, it’s my day.  Frankly … I’m disappointed.  IS THIS HOW MUCH YOU LOVE ME?

EVE

Be kind.

ADAM

Ahhh, the saint, the good girl, the example.

CAIN

Stop it Dad, it’s my fault.  What did you want?  How come you don’t like my present?

ADAM

Something else.  More effort, more risk.  Show me a struggle.  This is for someone with no appetite.  I mean, what are you trying to say here?  We’re hungry.  I’m hungry, your mother’s hungry…

CAIN

There aren’t any rules. No one told me how to do this, how to please you – 

EVE

But there are rules Cain 

CAIN

You’ve never showed me the book.

EVE places the pie next to ADAM.

ADAM

And I didn’t teach you how to clean your hands and brush your teeth either, right?  That was trial and error too, right?  Take some responsibility for your failures.  I don’t like corn Cain.  You should’ve known that.  Don’t act so disappointed.  Like I said, keep your eyes wide – look around – we’re meat eaters.  We’re trying to add some fat to this whole scene.  Lighten up, we all fuck up sometimes.

EVE

I’m starving.

ABEL

Me too.

CAIN 

I feel sick.

ADAM

This really feels like a celebration, doesn’t it?  

EVE

What's your wish?

ADAM

Abel get your skinny ankles over here… You got your Mom’s ankles.  Ever notice how much she trips?

ABEL

No, not really.

ADAM

How ‘bout this kids.  What don’t you – for my Happy Birthday – look around, and explain to me what we’re doing here.

Pause.

EVE

Now let’s get a picture.  Party picture.  You three.

ADAM 

Abel sing us a song, will you?  Change this tune.  It’s getting’ stale around the edges.

ABEL

Okay Dad.

ADAM

That voice.  

CAIN

Yeah, Abel, peel a song from your sweet lips before the day's over and we've all died of starvation. 

ABEL

I learned this one especially for you.

EVE

Cain, sit down.  Take it like a man.  Over here.

EVE takes a photo of the three during the song.

ABEL
THE STARS ARE TWINKLING IN THE SKY

WE CANNOT COUNT THEM YOU AND I

THE SUNSET CLOUDS ARE TING'D WITH GOLD

IN NUMBER MORE THAN CAN BE TOLD

CAIN

Mom, may I be excused?

ABEL   Continues singing.
AND WHO CAN COUNT THE CHILDREN DEAR

THAT GATHER FROM FAR AND NEAR

TO TELL HIS GOODNESS, SING HIS PRAISE

ON THIS HAPPIEST OF DAYS?

CAIN

I feel sick, Mom please – this is too much.

ABEL
AH! ADAM, OUR FATHER, WHOSE NAME IS LOVE

HAS WRITTEN HIS CHILD'S NAME ABOVE

YES, ADAM, OUR FATHER, WHOSE NAME IS LOVE

HAS WRITTEN HIS CHILD'S NAME ABOVE

ADAM

Abel, that was a beautiful song.  

 ABEL

I made it up.

ADAM

Is that an apple pie?

EVE

Did you say something?

CAIN

Here we go again.

ADAM

I heard that Cain, you ... 

EVE

Don't spoil your father's party, Cain.

CAIN

You're the one that made the pie again.

ADAM

Don't talk to your mother like that.

CAIN

What?  I didn't say a damn thing.

ADAM

You watch your mouth mister.

CAIN

You’re always making apple pie!

EVE

Watch your mouth, Cain.

CAIN

I didn't say anything!

ABEL

Should I sing my song again?  You can join in.

CAIN/ADAM/EVE

Shut up Abel.

Music.   The family goes through a variation of their minuet. 

The sun sets.   The wandering violin is heard.

CAIN

Why do you persist?  Where are you anyway?
CAIN climbs through his window and takes a walk outside.

Wind blows.  Violin turns electric.

Where are you anyway?   Aulie aulie oxen free!!

LILY comes out from the darkness.

LILY

Hi.  I'm your neighbor.  I'm from next door.

CAIN

What are you doing around my house?

LILY

Waiting for you.

CAIN

I don't even know you.

LILY

Yes you do.

CAIN

Really?

LILY

I'm your neighbor.  I'm from next door.

CAIN

I got that.  What do you want?

LILY

You look sad.  All bones and bad weather -

CAIN

I guess so.

LILY
This sad – it’s an unwanted present.  A letter bomb.  

CAIN

Too late – for a warning.  You're freaking me out frankly.

LILY

What are you doing out here?

CAIN

I don't know.
You know there are animals walking around here.  They'll eat you up.

LILY

Not me.  Shouting to the darkness.  YOU'RE NOT COMING FOR ME!   YOU'RE NOT COMING FOR ME ARE YOU?   Nope.   They're not even there.  Hear that Cain.  It's dark out here, but you are safe.

CAIN

Please don't yell like that.  It’s dangerous

LILY stares at CAIN.  Smiles. A helicopter flies by with a search light.  CAIN goes back to his window, leaving LILY  watching CAIN go.

ADAM stumbles outside.  CAIN sneaks back into the house.

ADAM

Come out.  Come out.  ADAM finds LILY outside.  What are you doing in my backyard?

LILY

Hi.  I'm your neighbor.  I'm from next door.  

ADAM

I know.  I know.  What are you doing outside at this time of night?
CAIN is seen in the second passing helicopter light, standing in ABEL's room looking at him.

CAIN

Hey.  You feeling sick?

ABEL

I'm soaking wet.  Feel my hands.

CAIN

No thanks.

ABEL
Can you get me a glass of water?

CAIN

Sure.  I'll be right back.

CAIN goes to the kitchen, gets a glass and brings it into the bathroom.  He runs the faucet, and urinates in the glass.  

LILY

I was waiting for you.  We had a date.  Look - I’m all dressed up.

ADAM

I don't know what you're talking about.

LILY

What are you doing out here then?
CAIN then brings the glass of piss into ABEL's dark room.

CAIN
Here you go.

ABEL takes the glass to his lips.

ABEL

Why is the glass warm?  He sips.   Why won't you stop?  What are you trying to do to me?  

ADAM

I came out here to find you.  In your dress.  In my plants.  Did you see a boy out here?

LILY

Yes.

LILY stares.
CAIN

Is there something wrong?

ABEL

Please stop.  What have I done to you?

CAIN

Give me the stupid glass, you don't want it, fine.  Just tried to help.

ADAM

You know, you're a very pretty girl.  You, you shouldn't be out here.  Go home.  

ABEL

Please stop.

LILY

If that's the way you want it.

ADAM

I do.  I want it like that.

ADAM goes into the house.  LILY doesn't move.

CAIN

I don't know why you're such a puss.  It was just a joke.  Everything's so serious with you.

ABEL

You think that's funny?

CAIN

Yeah, it is.

CAIN leaves the room, and bumps into ADAM in the hallway.

ADAM

You should be in bed.

CAIN

I can’t fall asleep.

They walk through to the kitchen.

ADAM

This place is so clean.  Does anybody live here?  Does a family live here Cain?  Cain?

CAIN

A whole family.

ADAM

One yellow house, front yard, back yard, dining room, two sons, wall to wall... central heating...

CAIN

I know Dad, I live here.

ADAM

... your mother, two sons... You don't want to talk to me, do you?  

CAIN is looking into the corner away from ADAM.  

What's over there Cain?

CAIN

Nothing.  A corner.  A door. 

ABEL walks through the kitchen to pour some milk.

ABEL

Can I do anything?

ADAM

Are you still upset?  Are you mad at me?

ABEL

You want a donut, pop?

ADAM

Go away Abel.  … Listen Cain. Sin is crouching at the door, waiting for you to let it in, into your four walls.  Are you strong enough boy?

CAIN

To what?

ADAM

Cain I can see your mother’s discovering eye – that anguish in stillness.  You won’t get away with it.

CAIN

What am I getting away with?

ADAM

You're not listening.  You know, sometimes if you listened, you'd save yourself a lot 

CAIN

What do you care?

ADAM

You're not listening.  

CAIN

You didn't eat any of the corn.

ADAM

You're not listening.

CAIN

You didn't eat any of the corn that I gave you.  I grew it in the garden.

ADAM

YOU'RE NOT LISTENING.

CAIN

But ...

ADAM

I don't even like corn.

CAIN

Sssh.

ADAM

You  can do better.

CAIN

I know.

ADAM

I'm warning you.  You're going to hurt yourself.

CAIN

I know.

ADAM

You don't make any sense to me.

CAIN

Do you love me Dad?

ADAM

Don’t do that.   You don’t make any sense.

CAIN

Do you love me?

ADAM

Like I love myself.

CAIN

And Abel?

The house next door starts to burn.

EVE

Fire!  Fire!  Fire!

CAIN

Who is your father?

ADAM

I’m an orphan, I told you … so is your mother.
The band plays.  

ADAM runs to EVE in their bedroom.

CAIN goes to ABEL’s room.

EVE

What's going on?!!  What's going on?!!  THIS IS NOT HAPPENING!  

ADAM

Calm down.

CAIN

Come on outside Abel.

EVE

THIS IS NOT HAPPENING!! ...
ABEL

Prick.

EVE

That girl.  That girl.  Is the house blue?

CAIN pushes ABEL outside.

ABEL

What’s Mom screaming about?

CAIN

Maybe, you need some soap in your eye, huh?  Maybe it's just you can't see right.  Afraid to get your nails dirty - of quiet. 

ADAM

We've got to get out of here.   Boys!!!   Boys where are you?!  He runs through the house looking, but can't find the boys.  I've got to get out of here!!  Eve meet me at the front door.

The CHORUS OF NEIGHBORS come outside.

ABEL

The house is burning next door.

EVE

TURN ON THE WATER ADAM!!  TURN ON THE WATER!!!!!

ADAM runs to the front door.  EVE runs back to the bathroom.  At the door:

ADAM

Who locked the door?

ADAM throws his hand through a glass pane.
EVE

Just turn the lock.  Just turn it, you nit.

ADAM’s hand is bleeding.

ABEL

Shouldn’t we get out of here?

CAIN

I think we’re safe.  
ADAM

ALRIGHT I’M TURNING THE LOCK!!!!!

ABEL

What about that girl?

CAIN

What do you care?

He opens the door and finds LILY standing outside covered in smoke.

LILY

Hi.  Neighbor.  Next door.

ADAM

Hey Eve, the girl didn't burn.  Come on!!  To Lily.   What do you want?

LILY
I don't know.

ADAM

What have you done?

LILY

Nothing.  Can I see Cain please?

ADAM

Cain!!  We've got to get out of here.    Looks back at LILY.   Come here little Lily.
LILY

Sorry, sir, is Cain around?

ABEL

Playing with fire lately?

CAIN

What?

ABEL

You look nervous.

CAIN

Don't get too excited I haven't done anything, didn't do anything.

The clarinet is introduced again, as ABEL's counterpoint.

ABEL

You did it didn't you?  You did it didn't you?  You did it didn't you?

CAIN

Close your mouth.  Just shut your mouth.  You want me to shut it for you?

EVE runs out of the house in her underwear.

ADAM

Will you please Eve?   Will you please?  

EVE

We're all going to die!!!  We're all going to die!!  Fresh air!!!!

ABEL

You don’t scare me.

CAIN hits ABEL across the face.

ADAM

What have you done with your clothes?

EVE

I stuffed all the doors.   So that the house won't get smoked, or choked ... we're all going to die!!!!

ADAM slaps EVE.

ADAM

Don't say things like that.  Lily, go find Cain.  

LILY goes.

CAIN

What’s wrong Abel?   Silence from ABEL.  Really.  Oh, I'll remember this, I'll remind myself of this.   Are you scared of me now?  What?  

ABEL

Stay away from me.

CAIN grabs ABEL's jaw.

The crowd sings or chants in unison.  A wind blows.

EVE

It'll be okay.  Everything is going to be alright.  Right?   Somebody talk to me.

Some crowd around her.  

ADAM

Boys!!!   Boys!!   We're out on the front porch.  Can you hear me?!  BOYS COME HERE!  Now!

CAIN

Are you scared?

ABEL  Laughing.

Of what?  Of what?
CAIN  Letting him go.
You should get out of here.  Go find Dad.  He’s calling you.

ABEL

You think you can get away with this?  This is our neighborhood Cain – you’re ruining it with your filthy hands, in your cage, in your weeds.  You’re in big trouble.  

CAIN

What are you talking about?

ABEL

You’re gonna look out your window and see nothing but ash.  You’re making it all so miserable.

CAIN

I DIDN'T DO ANYTHING!!!

CAIN and ABEL start to fight, fast and dangerous, angry and intimate.

ABEL
YOU'RE LYING!!!!  YOU'RE LYING!!!   DAD!!  DAD!!!  YOU'RE A LIAR!

CAIN

Shut up.   I don’t lie.  I’ve never told you a lie.

ABEL

He'll believe me if I tell him, now won't he liar fireman?  They don’t know what to do with you; with a LIAR.

The speed of their fight intensifies.  They fall near the kiddie-pool.

CAIN

Do you think I’m joking?  Do you think I’m joking?  Do you think I’m joking?

The clarinet screams.  CAIN sticks ABEL’s head underwater.

EVE

I'm scared.  I'm so scared.   

ADAM

Everything's fine.    Rest yourself.  

ABEL pops up, laughing.  The clarinet breathes.  

CAIN holds ABEL’s  head under the water.  

CAIN

Stop laughing, it’s not funny.

ABEL and the clarinet die. 
The crowd disperses moaning.

LILY finds CAIN in the garden.

LILY
Can I stay with you tonight?

Darkness.   The band wails.  We stay in the darkness for awhile.
The sun rises. 

ADAM and EVE return home.  ADAM goes into the back yard. 

LILY is sleeping in CAIN's room, where he is getting dressed.
The violin is crying.

The door bell rings. Once.  Twice.  EVE opens the door. 

ADAM drags ABEL's dead body into the house.   
EVE

WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN ABLE?!!

ADAM

WHAT HAPPENED?!

EVE

WHAT HAPPENED?!!!

ADAM

Don't look mommy.

EVE

Why are you dragging him?

ADAM

He's cold.

EVE

Put him down.   He'll talk to Mamma.

ADAM

Cain!!

ADAM goes into the living room and puts ABEL down.
CAIN

Lily, you've got to go.  

EVE

Cain?

LILY

Where?

CAIN

Wait for me.

LILY

Promise?

ADAM's at CAIN's door.

CAIN

Promise.

ADAM

Get out of my house.  You spook.

CAIN

She's going.  You leave her alone.

LILY makes her way out through the window.

ADAM

I can't look at you.

CAIN

What did I do?

ADAM

Where's your brother?

CAIN

What do you mean?

EVE

What have you done Cain?

ADAM

Where is your brother?

CAIN
Do I look like an information booth?  A damn town crier.

EVE

What's going on?

ADAM

Where is he?

CAIN
How should I know?  What, am I my brother's keeper?  

ADAM

What are you?  

CAIN

What did I do?

ADAM
Get out of my house.  I don't know you.  I don't know you.  Get out of here.

CAIN

Mom, what's going on?  Why is he so mad at me?

ADAM

Your brother is laying ... on the sofa.

EVE

Playing with himself again?

ADAM

I don't know you.  You mean nothing to me.

The violin is heard.
ADAM rips his shirt.  The sound is amplified.  
CAIN

I, I, I lost, I lost, I lost, I lost

Dad, I have lost the directions

Mom, couldn't you open a window

we'll climb out together. 

I don't want to walk alone.  I don't understand 

this neighborhood at night.  

The sky is too big to be home

Abel, tell him gifts are for the arrogant

The real lonely one.

We'll name this day over again.

I've lost the directions.

We're a family.  We eat together,

the four of us.

The violin starts to scream.

Well fuck you then.

Fine.

I'm not listening.

I can't hear you, I can't hear you

Do I look like I'm listening.

How do I look not listening,

in this house, behind this couch

the table, a meal.

The sounds of your whining

lying through strings 

as if windows would be enough

where do I go

so quiet, feet first into the sand

The violin screams louder.

ADAM smashes CAIN's head through a window.
The cut on his head begins to bleed.

You liar  you knew this would happen

In a promised land, one night

I discovered a lie    lifting the skirt of my neighbor

I've acted on the cuff of your

sleeve, the compost of your plan

This is really a tragedy.

Look at them.

Can't touch bottom
Where do I go?

What's the sound of my traveling

A tragedy of our missed opportunity

This house made no sense anyway

The rules were beneath the floorboards

down the block.

ADAM

No more talk.

CAIN

Mom?

ADAM

Don't look back.  If you can hear anything, hear this ... don't come back.  Your garden won't be here anymore.   Nothing can grow for you now.

CAIN

I didn't do anything.

EVE  Crying.
God must have seen you Cain.

CAIN

Just me.

ADAM

You've got to leave.  

CAIN

Are you going to let him do this Mom?

ADAM

Now.  Don't write us long letters.  Don't mail us any bills.  

CAIN

Aren't you going to say anything Mother?

EVE

Be safe.  Good luck.

EVE goes to the kitchen and cuts apples.  ADAM sits on the sofa and waits silently.
CAIN goes to the front door.

CAIN
I love, I   I    I   I lost, I lost, I love, I lost

I'll have nowhere to put my hands

but on a new home

a new room

I'm going to make

the rules, you noisy disappearing 

fiddle.  Your music is nothing with

no one to listen.  I'm not listening.

The violin leaves the theatre. 

They can't hear.  Look at them,

can't touch bottom or each other.

Don't blame me.  It was your idea.

This is your tragedy.  I'm leaving.  

I'm leaving.  You hear me?  

I'm disappearing too

into big places.  I'm disappearing too,

right now.
A mournful durge is played by the band.

LILY is seen following CAIN out of the theatre.

Act 2

THE LAND OF NOD

A devastating wind.  It tears. ADAM and EVE begin to take some of their furniture and belongings out to the front of the house.  They successfully hold a yard sale, with many NEIGHBORS taking their stuff into their own homes for low cost.  ADAM and EVE are left with the dinner table, ADAM’s chair and the television, which they move into their dining room.

CAIN is seen walking aimlessly about the space.  We hear his breath.  The desert is filled with strange sounds.

A slide is seen: “Act Two”, then another “The Land of Nod”, and the last, “or Wandering.”

A tsunami wave is heard.  With the sound of the water crashing, lights reveal CAIN in the midst of a dozen corpses.  The wind picks up again.

CAIN

Hello?  Who’s there?     Silence.
I know    I know      I know where I’m going      I know   I know what I’m doing    I know where I’m going   I know what I’m doing

A radio appears which CAIN turns on.  We hear static and foreign voices. 

I know    I know      I know where I’m going      I know   I know what I’m doing    I know where I’m going   I know what I’m doing.  I know windows and doors.  Dirt, distance.  Night trusts me.  One big shadow.  I know how to read invisible maps.  The air is full of signs.  I know where I’m going.  I know     I know what I’m doing.
The violin is heard again screaming.  CAIN screams as if he’s being burnt.
THIS IS NOT A DUET!!!!!   You left, you left, now leave … nothing but strings … that’s all you are … a soloist yourself!

The violin leaves crying a love song.  Stillness.  Flash.  ABEL speaks from lying amongst the corpses.  The clarinet is heard.    

ABEL

You’ve got to get closer to the ground.  You’re falling over.  You’re gonna hit your head.  Lay down – it’s safer.

CAIN

I know where I’m doing … what I’m going.   Will you rest with me.

ABEL

I’ve just come from too much rest.  I’m running.   I’ll tell you this, son, 

CAIN

No

ABEL

Safe travel is closer to the ground.  You can smell the path, the connective tissue of the land you’re moving over.  Falling’s the big danger when you have no idea where you’re going.

CAIN

I know where I’m going.

ABEL

He said, walking in circles.  I’m gonna be presumptuous and tell you in all confidence of your listening, exiles must be familiar with the territory from which they were thrown and where they land.  And, all the in betweens.

CAIN

No.

The corpses slowly turn into the CHORUS OF NEIGHBORS who begin to carry their belongings aimlessly through the space.  Movement loop #1, “walking through the desert”.    They all mutter in different languages.

ABEL

Passing creates a curious breeze doesn’t it?

CAIN

Where are you coming from?

ABEL

It’s impractical there.  No logic in the lines, on faces, in bodies.  I’m forgetting how to sleep through a night.  That’s basic right?  Sleep.  Vocabulary’s all mixed up.  I was beginning to stutter.

CAIN

Could you point me some way, before I lose my voice completely and can’t introduce myself right?

ABEL

You’re not listening.  You’re already there.   You’re a fact.  Unexpected.  Stay low, you’ll bruise yourself.  Don’t speak too loud.  Close to sea level there’s an echo there sometimes.  You’ll startle ‘em.    But they need a startle.  A storm.

Silence.

CAIN

I want something to happen.  Catch breath.    I want something to happen …

Catch breath.    I  want …

CAIN accidentally bumps into BORIS, a huge Serbian man.

BORIS  Speaking in Serbian.

Ti si probajo da mi ukradish kofer. Ovo je moj kofer nije tvoje. Ko ti
mislish da si? Zbrishacu tija taj osmeh sa lica. Daj mi tvoj novchanik.
Vredzash me.
(You trying to take my bag.  It’s my bag not yours.  Who do you think you are?  I ought to wipe that smile off your face.  Give me your wallet.  Insult me like that.)
CAIN

What?

BORIS

Osechu ti usne sa lica.   Grabs CAIN.  Da mi tvoj pare.
(I’ll cut those lips right off your face.  Give me your money.)

CAIN

Don’t touch me.  You don’t know me.  You don’t know who I am.  Do you?  Do you.  

BORIS

Daj me tvoje pare.

(Give me your money.)

CAIN

Do you?  Who sent you?

BORIS

Necu to ponoviti.
(I won’t say it again.)

CAIN

Oh my God.  CAIN grabs BORIS’ weapon.  Do you think YOU scare me?  Do you think you are owed something?!  From me?!  Do you think you are owed something?!  Aside.  I do.  

CAIN throws BORIS.  CAIN’s hat falls off, revealing a cut over his left eye.

LILY

This isn’t funny.

CAIN, BORIS and the neighbors disperse.  LILY stays behind and addresses the audience.  

Without me.
 How will we find each other?  In Nod, nothing happens

There are no borders to Nod.  No direction.  Once we stepped out we were in and Nod doesn’t have a zip code.  Nothing actually happens in Nod.  All the time.  It doesn’t stop, not.  I don’t soppose we’re actually here and yet I can smell.  Can you?  Nothing very distinctly.  I’ve smelt it before.  Doesn’t it somehow feel like we’ve descended these steps before, like Nod was on last year’s intinerary.  But what year it is now still eludes me.    I’m still waiting for the frogs to make it here.  And they’ve been gone forever.  How will we find each other?  It’s all right, I can smell, and you have a scent on you that reeks like something rotten but still sweet.  I’ll follow the croaks until you find me.  Good night. 
ADAM and EVE are sitting at their dinner table, watching television.  ADAM turns the set off.

ADAM

I want to go out.             How can we stay here?

EVE

What if he wants to come back.

ADAM

Lock the door.  Turn the lights off.       Then we’ll be safe.

EVE

In the dark.

ADAM

It’s just us.

EVE

Hardly.  

Silence.  LILY finds CAIN.

LILY

What’s that funny little cut over your eye?

CAIN

What?  Were you referring to something specific?

LILY

Where were we?

CAIN

We don’t   I don’t think   um  I don’t think we have to talk about it

LILY

Do we?

CAIN

I promised …

LILY

And here you are.

CAIN

I guess.   Pause.  What’s this about a funny cut?

LILY
Umm … That thing over your eye.

CAIN

What?   Is it scary?

LILY

No.  Not really.   Not to me.  It looks good with your nose.  Try to sleep.

Close your eyes.

CAIN

No.     I’m too hungry.    Make me something to eat.

LILY

Alright.  Lay down.  I’ll be right back.

The MARCHING BAND begins to play, marching about gathering people to eat.  Soon ALL sit to eat, and begin to share food.  

CAIN stays away from the growing crowd, trying to take a little nap.

CAIN

Will you keep it down out there?    You’re keeping me UP!

A knock at a door.

Come in.

In walks DWIGHT and DORIS, spies, dressed in gardening outfits.

DWIGHT

Eh … We were wonderin’ if  you’d consider the Gardener’s Guild … see we’ve heard that you know something about it …

CAIN

Come in.  Turn the light.

The lights shift, leaving CAIN in the dark and DWIGHT and DORIS in the light.

CAIN

What makes you think I won’t kill you?

DWIGHT

What makes you think I won’t kill you?

CAIN

There it is, isn’t it.   Have a seat.

DORIS sits down.  DWIGHT remains standing.

DWIGHT

Will you join our Gardeners Guild?

CAIN

Put down your hoe.  She hasn’t done anything for you in a while.  The gardens won’t grow out here.  This I’m told.

DORIS

May I speak?

CAIN

Not yet.  The soil is poisoned.  And the sky is empty.  What?

DORIS

A city.

CAIN

I know.

DWIGHT

Tomorrow.

DORIS

Sleep tonight.

The MARCHING BAND picks up again.

The PEOPLE start getting jolly.

CAIN

God damnit!   Didn’t I say stop.   I am trying to SLEEP!  

A baby starts to cry.

MARY

Be quiet.

CAIN

And what the hell is that?!

The neighbors disperse, revealing three mothers, MARY, SARAH, and SUE.  All three ladies are pushing baby strollers.  They are all on a stroll.

MOTHERS

Sorry sir, we’ll try to keep the little ones quiet.

CAIN

Where are the fathers?  Oh God – Go away now.  Shoo.  Be gone.  Not around here.  Don’t give nobody any ideas.  You know what I’m saying?  Please just keep moving, you’re not gonna hold up this line, all right?  

SARAH

Good night.

MARY

Sweet dreams.

SUE

Yep.

LILY appears with a cupcake in her hand.

LILY

Here eat this it’s for you.  Cupcake.  Isn’t it cute?  There was a little party. Sorry you missed it, whew, these people can really go at it.

CAIN

Is this dinner?

LILY

Eat it.  It’s sweet.   She hands the cake to CAIN.  I just saw some adorable babies …

CAIN gets a severe stomach pain and drops the cupcake.

Aaaaw, what’s the matter?   Did da little boy duwap his cuttie cake?

CAIN

Don’t talk baby talk to me.  I mean it.  Okay?  There’s one thing I can’t stand and it’s baby talk.  Mocking.  Did da da da da da little bbbbbbboy duwwwapbap his fuckin shmootty cake?

LILY

Sleep.

CAIN

I don’t dare stay awake.   Ha ha ha.    Who does?   Do you have your own blanket?

LILY

I thought I would be sleeping with you.

CAIN

Just keep it to yourself.

ADAM and EVE are sitting at their dinner table watching television.  

ADAM turns the set off.

ADAM

I want to go out.             How can we stay here?

EVE

What if he wants to come back.

ADAM

Lock the door.  Turn the lights off.       Then we’ll be safe.

EVE

In the dark.

ADAM

It’s just us.

EVE

Hardly.  

Silence.  

LILY

Sometimes I see through his eyes … like accidentally sipping sour milk.  I wait out the taste in my mouth.  Cain?

LILY nudges CAIN.

CAIN

What?  I was sleeping. Why bring a man back?

LILY

Sorry, I just thought you were too far away …

CAIN

Lily … I’m afraid.  It’s got to stop with me.  You understand?  Just stay away.

LILY

You don’t understand you silly sailor.  It all begins with you, it doesn’t end here.

CAIN

Where’s Abel?

LILY

Shhhhhhh.

CAIN

… self-destruction from cradle to grave, that’s it.  Okay?

LILY

Tomorrow.  We can begin then.  Sleep.

LILY and CAIN fall asleep far apart from each other.  HOWARD, our third spy, wanders near by:

HOWARD

This is kinda about religion, but not really.  I guess this is about religion.  It has a reason, but … It’s not really that important.    About 75 people have come as pilgrims, they take turns crowding into a back room, where they can gaze through a glass pane at a 14-year-old girl who lies motionless in a bed in a room, many have waited a year or more for this moment, she has been bedridden for eleven years, not comatose, but in a condition that leaves her inert and unspeaking, the legacy of an accidental fall into a backyard swimming pool.  Her brown eyes are open, her face turned slightly to one side, and a long sweep of dark hair trailed across the bedsheets.  Some who have visited claim they have been cured of illnesses, she is said to be a mystic and a “victim soul” who takes on the suffering of people who ask her.  

CAIN rises from his sleep with a sharp violent inhale.  

CAIN

I dreamt the water at the fifth floor me on the sixth looking down out my window the whole city floating shimmering underwater There was no ship to be found no turning back one move to move one way to go   head first 

WHERE ARE WE?

LILY

Do you want a glass water?

CAIN

I really like you Lily, you know that?

LILY

If you only knew how much …

CAIN

There’s no use in sleeping now, we’d be late … the sun will come back sometime soon.

The sun rises.  In like a wave, the whole neighborhood is now bustling around with boxes.

There’s a knock at the door.

CAIN

Hello?

An old man named GEORGE, played by a small child, stands out side the door with a cigar.  Behind him stands AL, the butcher and the PAPER MAN, also played by children.

GEORGE

Who’s that?

CAIN

Who are you?

GEORGE

Who are you talking to?

CAIN

Who knocked on my door?

GEORGE

Well it certainly wasn’t me.  It’s your door, maybe you did it.

CAIN

Listen, here …

GEORGE

Who’s that?

CAIN opens the door.  

CAIN

Can’t you see that we’re trying to sleep?

AL

Not doing a very good job of it  are you?

CAIN

Who are you?

GEORGE

Yeah, maybe HE knocked your door.

PAPER MAN

Listen, the word on the street is    the word  the word on the street     is   the word on the street is    that there might be a marriage    in this room

AL

A wedding?

GEORGE

All the arrangements can be made, we’re all very excited …

CAIN

Who made arrangements?

GEORGE, AL & PAPER MAN  Pointing at each other.

He did.

The Hungry Marching Band begins to  play their Wedding March.

LILY and CAIN speak simultaneously with the three mothers.

LILY

Is it you are me  but I knew  this   I saw it the first time I saw you   I don’t know how I knew   or what    I mean it’s all a mystery right    (ad lib.)
CAIN

What about my rash?  Hey, what will people think?  I can’t do this.  

LILY

Stop hiding it!   Forget about it.  Take my hand …

MARY

On the corner of Belmont and Cambridge …

SARAH

On the corner of Belmont and Cambridge …

SUE

On the corner                       of Belmont and Cambridge ….

MARY

On the corner of Belmont and Cambridge …

SARAH

On the corner of Belmont and Cambridge …

SUE

The last corner to see the sun

SARAH

On the corner of Belmont and Cambridge

MARY

You catch the last gasp of the moon

SUE & SARAH

On the corner of Belmont and Cambridge …

The MARCHING BAND has made a procession to the holy  spot.

PAPER MAN

The word on the street … is …

MARY

On the corner of Belmont and Cambridge …

CAIN

Maybe we stay here.

LILY

Do you think so?

CAIN

I do.

LILY 
I want to be with you alone.

CAIN

We’re not alone now are we?  Where are you going?

LILY

Marry me.

CAIN

We can’t.

LILY

Marry me.

CAIN

I can’t.  I mean it.

LILY

If you don’t take this now …

CAIN

How can we?

LILY

I need you.

CAIN

What?

LILY

Marry me!  Or they’ll hate you …

CAIN

What do you mean?

LILY

For letting me die.

Suddenly it all looks like a wedding is taking place.

AL

We are gathered, are we not?  We have come have we not.  And we are here  to witness    to share   One might say it’s all about sharing right   As I stand here, I have only one thought … when do we eat?, right? … no, all joking aside … We have come here today, to witness, to share …  on the corner of Belmont and Cambridge, in the land of Nod … a land forsaken, forgotten, full of potential

CAIN

Here here.

AL  To LILY.

Do you believe in love?

Silence.

LILY

I do believe in love.

Silence.

BORIS

When do we eat?

CAIN

Go on.

AL

Well, how ‘bout it, do you believe in love?

BORIS

When do we eat?

ALL

Shhhhhh.

CAIN

I do.

GEORGE, AL, & PAPER MAN

You swear?

CAIN & LILY

I do.

The music and dancing take over. It turns into quite an ecstatic celebration.  Everyone is singing and dancing together around the bride and groom who are being held up in chairs.

When they are let down LILY clutches to CAIN.

LILY

Take me away … now.

CAIN and LILY in bed.

LILY

If it weren’t for the bit of drool on your whiskers, on your pillow, I would have never known your desire.  A real man.  I do smell beautiful don’t I.  Ummmm, soft smelling.  You asleep?  Cain, are you sleeping?

CAIN

I’m sleeping …

LILY

Ahhh, a wet pillow – the signal of your sleeping.  I thought for a moment it was my shoulders.  Feel my shoulders … I feel better than your half-dreaming.  You have to close both eyes to really leave the city for the night.  Why don’t you get away?  Cain.  Cain?  Close your mouth, would you.  You’re confusing me.

CAIN

I’m sleeping …

LILY

I don’t believe your sleep.  All night, you hover and groan and spit on our clean sheets.  The least I could get is a good 8 hours without your noises and suspicions.  You’re jealous.  Hey, you, I’m going to sleep too then.  Watch.  I’m sleeping too.

The sound of a drill.  Both bolt up with one eye open.

Did you hear that?

CAIN

Construction?

LILY

A wireless drill?

CAIN

Who’s paying for that?

LILY

I need a tissue.

CAIN

I need a meal.

LILY

Scoot over.

CAIN

Come here.

LILY

What has to be built at eleven o’clock at night?

CAIN

Sanding the bricks.

LILY

That can be done earlier.

CAIN

Who approved this project?

LILY

You did.

CAIN

I did?

LILY

You did?

CAIN

You do smell gorgeous.

LILY

I do, don’t I.  Too late, I’m already asleep.

CAIN

So am I?  It’ll be …

LILY

I’m sleeping.

Pause.

CAIN

You asleep?  No answer.    Where are you going?  You’re leaving me here?  Well I’ll tell you, the blankets are still a square no matter how you roll.  You have morning breath before midnight.  Well, aren’t you dreamland’s little hotty.  Two can wheeze at this game, sleeper.  
The MARCHING BAND plays through the night.

CAIN and LILY silently make love.

LILY is out of the bed by sunrise.  The sun comes in like a wave.

SUE chases a child, EMILY, down the street.

SUE

I’m gonna get you.       I’m gonna get you.     I’m GONNA GET YOUUU.

EMILY  Laughing uncontrollably.

NOnnnnnnnnoooNNOOnnnoooooNNNNNNOooooooONNNNoooonnOONOOOONNO

MEN are walking with boxes, on their backs and in their arms. 

MR. LEE has a soap box in his hands and a tray of bottles around his neck, he walks down the street hawking his Cure-all.

MR. LEE

Get it while the getting is going folks.  This Cure-all is the savior of mankind.  Do you have headaches.  Warts.  Tongue-tied.  Do you find yourself counting too many sheep at night?  How many do you count, sir?

HOWARD

Excuse me.

MR. LEE

Is there anyone here who can understand me?  This is the Cure-all that can save mankind.  Save you from heart pains and neck aches, cavities and corns.  Sir, I’ll take your box for my box, plus your kid wha d’ya say.

BORIS, in a priest/showman outfit, stands next to his large peepshow box sitting on top of a wooden stand.  The box has four sets of eye holes looking in on a replica of our Act One set.   

BORIS

Now make no noise, my girls and boys, but march forward and listen to me, the raree-showman. If there are any among you who do not desire to obtain knowledge, let them go home and hide their faces with both their hands.

MR. LEE

THIS IS THE CURE-ALL OF MANKIND.
PEOPLE take turns looking in the box, while BORIS continues his routine.

BORIS
Cain.  Cain wanted to worship God, he wanted to offer a sacrifice to God, but he wanted to do it on his own terms.  Instead of offering an acceptable sacrifice of an animal, Cain offered the pride of his labors – come see the first fruits of the land. Cain had a green thumb and apparently he was very proud it.  Cain wanted to make an offering to God and this was right, but the way he made the offering to God was entirely wrong.  And GOD rejected him.

LILY is on the street disguised.
CAIN has shut the windows and closed the blinds.

The PEOPLE continue walking on down the street. 

BORIS

Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.  Then God said to Cain, ‘Why are you angry?  Why is your face downcast?  If you do what is right, will you not be accepted?’ then he warned, ‘But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.’  He was rebuked for listening to his own heart.  His heart told him that he had something of which to be proud.  He was angry because God scolded his pride that was telling him what a great man he was.

CAIN

And he’s not?

BORIS  Not recognizing CAIN.
Take a look for yourself.  Or bugger off.  Cain’s heart told him that his grief and rejection was somebody else’s fault. 

CAIN

Who?  Who’s fault was it?

BORIS’ peepshow box slowly opens up, revealing the sight of ADAM and EVE’s home, with “God” sitting in the cotton clouds.

BORIS

We live in a world where our hearts continue to tell us that we are the center of the universe.  Your problems are somebody else’s fault.  This world owes you happiness.  You are basically good and unselfish.  You’ll be happy if you get what you want.  You will be happy when you follow your own heart.

SARAH

What does this have to do with the box?

BORIS

Now make no noise, my girls and boys, but march forward and listen to me, the raree-showman. If there are any among you who do not desire to obtain knowledge, let them go home and hide their faces with both their hands.  

BORIS manipulates the effects in the peepshow.

If you are out there then come near and see God say, ‘What have you done?  Listen!  Your brother’s blood cries to me from the ground.”  What have you done?  Listen!  I need to emphasize the exclamatory sentence, ‘Listen!’ God says, ‘Listen!  Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground.’ 

I wonder if Cain could actually hear his voice.  But regardless, you can hear Abel cry out today.  Do you hear it?… Do you hear the voice of Abel? … You can hear it, Listen!  Even though Abel is dead, Listen!  Listen closely … Listen real close …and you can hear … Shhhh! 

We hear nothing but a distant hiss.

The PEOPLE continue walking down the street.  LILY has disappeared.

CAIN comes running outside trying to find the source of the sound.

CAIN

Go home.    GO HOME!!! YOU’RE NOT SAFE HERE!!!

The tempo of walking picks up.

CAIN ad libs as he tries to get people off the street.

RICH, a homeless man sitting on a bench, with a box of books, speaks simultaneously to the people walking by.

RICH

No one pays attention.  Take any book you want.  No one sees me at all.  Just walk by.  But as soon as I pull my pants down and walk around, then they’ll notice.  I’ll make the front page of The Times.  Forget about it.  All over the world.  In China for Christ’s sake.  I’ll be a hit.  I’ll write a book.  Everyone will know me.  I can make movies.  Show business.  RICH gets a coin from someone, walking by.  Here take a book, take three.  Here.  He places his money with his pouch under his shirt, and blesses God.

BOMB #1 – The first bomb to go off.

CAIN saves RICH from the explosion.  

Camera flashes and video cameras come like a wave, then vanish.

RICH

Collisions will happen.
Act 3

THE CITY

DAY 1
The sun rises.  CAIN walks toward his front door.  

CAIN

I’m not really sure about this … I’m not really sure about … I’m not really sure about this

CAIN reaches his door and opens it.  CAIN sees ENOCH sitting on the floor, chewing a blue crayon. ENOCH screams, CAIN screams back.  

It begins to rain lightly.

ENOCH

Daddy!!!   Daddy!!

CAIN

Oh my … be quiet.  Oh my … How dare you?  Where’s …

ENOCH

Don’t you recognize me?

CAIN

What are you doing?  Chewing crayons?

ENOCH

Blue.

CAIN

Take it out of your mouth. Take it out of your mouth. Take it out of your mouth.

ENOCH takes the crayon out of his mouth and begins to cry, loudly.

CAIN finds a notes left by LILY.

LILY

Considering the undertow was confiscated - 

the ocean began to make promises, losing

identity by the hour.  Oh but nature is

a dependent bitch ain't she? ...

What I mean by that is:

Family is Family, no other

words for it and keep in mind

your 98% water-logged skin;

oceans of appetite and sexual

frustrations; a psychoanalytic leak

above the bed 

and you wanted the mirror on the ceiling
CAIN

Listen.  You’re not allowed to go outside.  Inside IS outside enough.  You hear?  To audience.   The beginning was sent to me, I only returned home. You saw that, right?  How did this happen, when?  And I forgot my umbrella at home.  

A newspaper is thrown onto CAIN’s front door mat, by the PAPER MAN.

PAPER MAN

Get it while it’s dry!  Get it while it’s dry!

CAIN runs to the door, stops checks for danger, then  opens it.

CAIN To audience.

Something as happened far from home 

Where 

The newspaper has no title    no date

Yet we made the front page

Look

ENOCH shoots CAIN with a water pistol.

ENOCH

I want my mommy.

CAIN

Who taught you to speak?  And stop shooting me.

SUE knocks on the front door.  ENOCH continues to shoot at CAIN.  

CAIN asks through the door.

CAIN

Who is it?

SUE

Hello.  I live right below you here.  I heard you … walking around, and thought I’d say hello.  Here’s a pie to welcome you, we’re all very excited.

CAIN

Please go away.

SUE

I’ll leave the pie outside your door.

CAIN To ENOCH.

Keep it down.

ENOCH begins to cry.

Go to sleep.  I mean it, be quiet and sleep, nighttime is for sleeping baby, just lay there and don’t make any noise  quiet    do you understand?

Silence.

ENOCH cries again.

CAIN tends to the baby through the night.

CAIN

I want something to happen.  I want something to happen.    Want something to happen. …

K., a young woman in her home speaks directly to the audience.

K
The nightmare has just begun.  Last night I was alone watching the SKYNEWS. Then I heard something like a detonation. Seconds later they said that a bomb detonated and I heard the sirens. I froze and started to cry. I turned on the national TV and there was nothing. Nothing about bombing. I called my mother.  She was in the neighborhood and she came. Awful... I can't believe what is happening here.  It's just out of my mind.  When you hear the sirens and then hear the explosions and see the yellow light in the sky it is just unexplainable. 

My mother is taking pills and she cries mostly all of the time.  I get shivers whenever I hear sirens.  We can't do a thing.  Here we don't have underground shelters but most of my friends were for the whole night in them.  I try not to panic because I know they will not bomb the city  The city is so strange.  Just a little amount of cars are there.  People are waiting outside the stores

DAY 2

The sun rises.

The people outside have employed themselves in the task of cleaning the street and trying to re-create the scene of the bombing.

It continues to rain.

A Public Address is heard:

ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention.  Attention for today’s announcement: Importance of planning for the Future.  Everyone has a future.  Everyone has the right to do what he can to make his future as long and as happy as possible.  A planned future is more likely to be satisfactory than an unplanned one.  With your present knowledge you can foretell certain things.  If you are to have a swimming test in a week, but do not plan and practice you will fail in your test.  If you stay up too late at night, you will be tired in the morning.  And that morning is the future of the night before.

The people have all stopped to hear the announcement, and now begin to look for a plan.  

DORIS  To HOWARD.

You have the plan don’t you?

HOWARD  To DWIGHT.

You brought the plan didn’t you?

DWIGHT  To audience.

Has anyone seen aah, any blue prints lying around?   Anyone?   Blue prints.

DORIS hits DWIGHT repeatedly.

DORIS

Shut     the     fuck    up.

DWIGHT

What?  What?   WHAT DID I SAY?!

The sun sets.

AL ,GEORGE and PAPER MAN meet in front of CAIN’s door.

DAY 3

The sun rises.
The rain continues.

People walk around the streets.

During the announcement MR. LEE meets with HOWARD.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention.  Attention for today’s announcement: Value of a Moral Code.  A satisfactory moral code is a set of rules, which assures justice and happiness to those who follow it.  One who applies the teachings of his code will develop self-control.  One who has self-control will have respect for the rights of others.  Such a person is tolerant toward others, and morally grown up.

The sun sets. 

The old men are led into CAIN’s Throne Room.  They are in the light, while CAIN remains in the dark.  CAIN reveals his blue prints to the old men.

PROJECTIONS: the layout of The City, maps and diagrams

CAIN

The city.  Streets and avenues, streets and avenues, streets and avenues. 

You hit like this, you cut and flow, cut and flow, cut and flow

Everyone their way on their way

Cross the street but take the long diagonal across an avenue

As the streets cut through its sides

ENOCH comes out in his pajamas.  The Old Men are shocked.

AL

And who do we have here?

PAPER MAN

That’s the one.

CAIN

It’s not what you think gentlemen.  He’s my son.

ENOCH

Hello.

ENOCH wanders over to the blue prints.

CAIN

You’ll take care of it, right?

GEORGE

What’s your name, kid?

CAIN

Enoch.

ENOCH begins to write, in red pen on the blue prints, “ENOCH”.

The Old Men leave.  AL, takes the blue prints under his arm.

DAY 4

The sun rises.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention.  This is the fourth day of  rain.

CAIN tries to sleep during the day. 

 He sends ENOCH out on an errand.  ENOCH is seen riding his bicycle, with a large egg on his head.  MARY, EMILY, and BORIS wave at ENOCH.   ENOCH doesn’t notice.

He rides over to RICH, a homeless man with painted red nails (including toes), with spots of spilled nail polish on his clothes.  

RICH is crying.

ENOCH

Why are you crying?

RICH

Let me live.  RICH looks up.  He stops crying.  A smart guy told me once that if you feel like crying all you got to do is look straight up.  He starts pointing at the horizon and gradually moves his point up.  Not there.  Not there.  Not there.  Not there.  THERE!

They both laugh.

ENOCH

What are you doing out in the rain?

RICH

Crying, I guess.   

RICH looks down and begins to cry.

ENOCH

Look up.

RICH looks up and breathes.  Smiles.

RICH

Can I sing you a song?

ENOCH

Sure.

RICH  Singing.

Blue, songs are like tattoos

You know I’ve been to sea before

Crown and anchor me

Or let me sail away …

ENOCH  To audience.

He sang to me.  Joni Mitchell’s “Blue”.  I had a suspicion that the city was different but this, this was not so much beyond me as in front of me.

RICH

I’ve got to find a place in the crowd.

ENOCH

Where are you sleeping tonight?

RICH

Wherever I drop.

The sun sets.

ENOCH rides home, CAIN is waiting as ENOCH comes in.

CAIN

Hey Mister.  Stop.  You are not allowed to be outside after dark.  

ENOCH

Yes Daddy.

DAY 5

The sun rises.

It’s still raining.

CAIN is sleeping.  

The doorbell rings.

ENOCH answers the door, MR. LEE is standing outside the door with a vacuum cleaner, called “Mr. LEE’S WET VAC”.

MR. KIM

Hello.  What can I do for you.  Is your mother home?

ENOCH

Excuse me.  No.

MR. KIM

Do you hear a drip?

ENOCH

I can’t say I do.

MR. KIM

Why not?  Your mother tell you not to talk to strangers?

ENOCH

And it doesn’t get stranger than you.

MR. KIM

Well, let’s stop talking.  

MR. KIM proceeds to spill a glass of water on the floor and vacuum it.

CAIN awakes with a violent inhale.

CAIN

Maybe … maybe … maybe today, maybe today’s the day … maybe …. Maybe, maybe today is the day … maybe today’s the day when … maybe today’s the day when I … maybe today’s the day when I get up … I’ll get up today, maybe … Maybe today’s the day when I get up and, maybe, I … maybe today’s the day when I get up and I walk in the sun, maybe … maybe today I get up and walk in the sun and turn … maybe today’s the day when I get up and I walk in the sun, and turn at the corner and maybe … you

ENOCH comes to CAIN.

ENOCH

Dad? 

The sun goes down.  MR. LEE leaves.

CAIN  To ENOCH.
Don’t go out.

CAIN goes out to see DORIS.

ENOCH stays home alone.

ENOCH

I’ll see you in the morning.

CAIN talks secretly with DORIS.

CAIN

Then she left me with the keys to the car and a knapsack full of pennies.  I had nowhere to go.  We were 47 pages into loving, by a stream, the city being built just over the pomegranate tree; acres of hot readers, hands on shoulders and along my face, with dry elbows.  I was   there she was                                 Somewhere in a Siberian ice storm  See the water has changed forms,    fonts,    wait.       I am in a building.  My landlord has forgiven my bounced check.  He is losing his back molars and drinks through a straw.  Credit is without consequence. In this town, between bricks and sheet-rock, activating the feedback will make the lyrics absurd; full of pebbles and dust. Believe me, believe me.
DAY 6

The sun rises.
Trash and sewer men and women stand around outside in the rain, with signs.  They are all in their subterranean outfits.

One sign reads, “Hungry dogs have to eat.”

ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention.  Attention to today’s announcement: Cleanliness and Sanitation: If the people of a community are to be healthy, the community must be kept clean.  Almost every community has a sewage system through which the sewage is carried in underground pipes from the buildings to a body of water or to septic tanks.  Garbage must be disposed of.

The sun sets.  The Trash Men and Women continue their picket line in the rain.  DORIS and DWIGHT dressed as architects see CAIN in his Throne Room.

DWIGHT

All the pipes are gurgling, these people are being swept away like the plastic bags and cars.  The pipes are useless, we’re above water level now.

DORIS

Okay okay hot head, you’d think it’s the end of the world comin’ from you.  Don’t let the rain carry you away, for our sake.

CAIN

The rain will go away, it’s all numbers, the streak can’t last that long, and even so it won’t catch up to us.  Forget the pipes and sewers for now, start building higher.  Just continue moving in and up until this passes.  If the building plans are followed we won’t fail.  Get those people off the street, and put them to work.

DORIS

They’re hungry.

DWIGHT

We’ll have to give them something.

CAIN

Give them the plans, it’s our only hope, I’ll work on compensation.  Good night.  

DWIGHT and DORIS leave.   CAIN watches the sun rise.

DAY 7

ENOCH is standing outside CAIN’s window, singing:

ENOCH

Raindrops keep falling on my head

Raindrops keep falling on my head

It doesn’t stop

The rain falling on my head 

All of the time 

Raindrops keep …

CAIN tosses and turns.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention.  Attention to today’s distress, tomorrow is City Pride Day, today … for shame.  No wonder it hasn’t stopped, slobs.

ADAM

I’m not going outside anymore.

EVE

It just doesn’t seem to be stopping.

ADAM

Sure it’ll stop.

EVE

How many days has it been?

The sun goes down.

CAIN darts out of bed, not having slept.

CAIN

Enoch?    Enoch?  ENOCH!!!

ENOCH is caught by flash light tagging a city wall: “ENOCH”

Get over here right now. You won’t see the light of day, by the time you’re done.   Sleep.

ENOCH jumps into his bed.  CAIN, alone, flails his arms wildly.

I’m really doing this.  I’m freaking out here.   I’m really doing this.  I’m freaking out here.  

CAIN walks to ENOCH’s door.
Are you nervous about tomorrow?  ENOCH nods ‘yes’.  Well, just don’t mess up.  You won’t let me down.  Right?   Wait, what was that?

ENOCH

What?

CAIN

Oh nothing.  I thought I heard something in the closet, it’s nothing. 

ENOCH

Check it!

CAIN

Get some sleep.  I love you.  Silence.   I love you.

ENOCH

Love you.

DAY 8

The sun rises.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention.  Today’s the day you’ve been waiting for.  Here it is.  Don’t let it go by without a good Polaroid.

The Marching Band begins to play their parade music.

MARY, holding a top hat and tails, knocks on CAIN’s door.

MARY

Hello.  It’s Mary from down the street, I’ve brought your costume.

CAIN

May be today’s the day, I’ll walk in the parade and I’ll turn the corner …

He opens the door.

Mary, Mary thank you for coming out to give me this.  He tries them on.  

MARY

We’re all very excited.

CAIN

Well, what do you think?

MARY

It’ll be a wonderful parade.

CAIN

Enoch, leave the gun at home and come on.

The rest of the city, including the band, have assembled outside of CAIN’s place.  ENOCH comes outside.

ENOCH

There will be no rain delay today.

CAIN

Let the parade begin.

Everyone puts on smiles, and glitter.  ENOCH holds CAIN’s hand as CAIN, holding a small orange flag, leads the procession.

The procession is as follows:

Cain and Enoch, Doris, Dwight and Howard (dressed as the briefcase brigade), Mr. Lee and his vacuum, the Mothers with their strollers, Norton, a sewer man, represents in full regalia, the Paper Man, Al, the butcher, then Rich, the only person without a hat or umbrella, and the Marching Band follows in the rear.

The parade goes on into the night.  When the band cuts out, we hear everyone talking rapidly to each other as they all go home.

DAY 9

The sun rises on the hungover city.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention.  It’s still raining but should stop tomorrow.

We hear “Blue Skies” being played on a victrola coming from one of the track homes.  ENOCH, now a young man, walks into the room that the victrola is in, and turns up the volume.  A young woman, SARAH, lays on a red chaise lounge, pale skin with dry blood falling from her lips.  DWIGHT and HOWARD are hiding the room, one with a club, the other with a net.  GEORGE, AL and the PAPER MAN peer in through the window.

PAPER MAN  Snapping a picture of ENOCH.

Who sent you?

GEORGE & AL

Yeah, who sent you?

ENOCH

I lost a tooth last night.  I made a wish on it before I slept.  When I woke up I was here and you’re there.  What’s wrong with that woman?

GEORGE

You killed her didn’t you?

AL

In your sleep.

ENOCH

Excuse me?

PAPER MAN

Are you the murderer in question?

ENOCH

I just arrived.

GEORGE

Or so you think …

AL

Sleepwalker.

ENOCH sits down on the bed with the dead woman.

ENOCH

I didn’t do this to you, did I?  No … you were drowning and wanted to be saved but there were no life preservers around.  The water got to your ankles and you saw the whole deep end.  Oh pretty lady, you should’ve learned how to float instead of learning how to take off your clothes.   He covers the body.  We are all murders, for letting this woman die.  I’ll talk to my father about this.   We have to think about the future.

ENOCH leaves, as do the old men.  DWIGHT and HOWARD speak to the audience.  The sun sets.

DWIGHT

Secret.  Snow White Program.  Policy.  Attack is necessary to an effective defense.  Program code.  An innocuous CODE has been developed for the use in this program.  

HOWARD

Each target is itself a project.  These are all of a family of names relating to the well known fairy tale "Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs" appropriate as an anti-person story carried out by secret means, as the villains in the case are spreading a fairy tale with no basis in fact. 

DWIGHT

Associated names are Witch, Stepmother, Prince Maiden, Skin, Lips Blood, Magic, Mirror, Hunter, Lace Poisoned, Apple Poisoned 

HOWARD

And the names Happy, Bashful, Doc, Sneezy, Grumpy, Sleepy, Dopey.  There are other names in this fairy tale, Dance, Shoes, Revival, Sister, Animal, Heart, Mine, Pick, Shovel, Lantern, Ore, Tunnel, Car, Housekeeper, Broom, House.  

DWIGHT

None of these words will be used for persons involved, only for projects, with the overall name SNOW WHITE to cover this program.

DAY 10

The sun rises.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention.  The menaced assassin left a note saying, “I loved her, that’s why I killed her.”  The assassin is still among us, be careful.

The rain continues.

No one talks to each other,  as a few people scuttle down the street.

The sun sets.

CAIN stands at ENOCH’ door.

CAIN

You want the light on?

ENOCH nods “no”.

ENOCH

What happened to my mother?

CAIN

She died from darkness.

ENOCH

Where is she?

CAIN

Go to sleep.  Find her and tell her to come home.  I love you.  Silence.  Tell your daddy you love him.

ENOCH

Love you.

CAIN turns out the lights.

DAY 11

The sun rises.   ENOCH wakes up screaming.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention.  Sleep is risky.  By abandoning temperature control, we make ourselves vulnerable to being frozen or cooked; by abandoning vigilance, we expose ourselves to surprise attack; by abandoning controlled consciousness, we risk committing errors of perception, logic, and judgment.  

CAIN walks into ENOCH’s room.

CAIN

If you have to you should go into the bathroom and scream.

ENOCH

Why do we think it’s going to go away?  It’s not going away.  None of it.  We should just get used to it, right?

CAIN

They say it may end tonight.  So chipper up, son, it’s not all that bad.  If we just keep working, the city will stay above the water level.  The sewers will give, and the drains and pipes will take this away.  Someone may want us to drown, but it should only deliver us to find the roof under which we can hide and be safe.  Have faith.  In this house, we’ll stay dry.   All we need are the pipes and the whistles!

The Marching Band begins to play. 

The sun goes down.

ENOCH walks to the office.

He sees GEORGE, working away.

ENOCH

Hey George, your shoes are all wet.

GEORGE

Really.    They say it may end tonight.

The rain continues to fall.

DAY 12

The sun rises.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention.  Baseball tomorrow, noon at the ball field, don’t miss it.  Today, still raining.

Slowly people begin to arrive for the game.

MR. LEE sells concessions.

In the small ball park, we see placards that read:

“Be a Professional Fan and sit back, relax and enjoy the game.”

The MOTHERS in their homes begin to pack their survival kits.
K

I don't know if I can find the words to explain you in what kind of stress I'm feeling right now and all the people I know. It is an awful and brand new feeling. It is really strange when you realize that you're nervous and that you have a headache and do not know the reason...then you ask yourself, "Is it because of the bombing?" I can't sleep.  The city was so silent and peaceful last night and that's not good. People are so scared. They can't keep up with the threats anymore.  On TV last night they said where all the underground shelters are and what we shall do if …

I want something to happen but I do not know why. 

The sun sets.
I just caught myself thinking, "What if," , "What can I bring with me if..." 

My time has stopped and everyone started to count the days from the bombing. This is the 12th day since it all started and it is like years have passed. The time has stopped in these parts. 
DAY 13

The sun rises to noon.
DWIGHT speaks into a microphone to the fans.

DWIGHT

Attention ladies and gentlemen and welcome to the ball game.  It is my honor to introduce to you who you know already our master builder who needs no introduction … Cain.

The crowd screams throughout.

CAIN is standing on home plate.

CAIN

Some people plant seeds in the soil.  Not me.  I plant seeds but the seed falls on pavement.  With each penny I toss on the ground, one wish, one dream can be realized, for one of you.  You see?  As I see all of your faces, I begin to think about home.  Coming home.  Here where we’ve made a city, upon our own determination.  We have shown that we’re all family.  The miracle is us.  And today, I can think of no better time then now to name our city.

As my son grows, so does this city; as my son learns, so does this city; as my son wants, so will this city.  I care for this city as I care for my son. 

If building higher is what we need to do to battle the clouds that plague this city, then so be it.  There is only one resident in the penthouse, and he has invited you all.  My son, my city: Enoch.   

ENOCH steps to the microphone.

EMILY

I LOVE YOU ENOCH!

ENOCH

I love you too.

The sun sets.

Everyone goes home in the rain.

DAY 14 

The sun rises.

CAIN

Attention for today’s announcement.  Teach your children a sense of shame and accomplishment.  Our citizens will not be allowed to fail.  There is a standard.  You won’t fail in this family, mm mmm, no sir.  We’d like to begin with a standardized test that will be administered at your home.  The test will happen sometime this week, so be home.

RICH is waking up on the street.

RICH

We’re living in a drum roll.

MARY comes up to CAIN on the street.

MARY

Hi, um, my daughter, well, I think my daughter has been following your son … and I thought maybe I should say hello.

CAIN

Ask your daughter to kindly stop stocking my son, if you’d be so kind.

MARY

What do you have against my daughter?

CAIN

Her sex.

ENOCH has found a small flyer on the ground that reads: 

ENOCH

Missing: GOD.  If you know of the whereabouts of God please contact, 465-7550.  Dad?

The sun slowly drops.

Still raining.

CAIN

Go inside.

K

The night comes and it brings everything with it.  Maybe I shouldn't say all of this - maybe I should.  Mostly I sleep during the day and at night I'm awake or either pretending to fall asleep and trying to think that when I open my eyes everything is going to … I can't stay here anymore because I fear  they will strike my city.

DAY 15

The sun rises.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention.  Do not walk through flowing water.  Drowning is the number one cause of flood deaths.  Most of these drownings occur during flash floods.  Six inches of swiftly moving water can knock you off your feet, so use a pole or stick to make sure that the ground is still there.

There’s a knock at CAIN’s door.  He opens it to find the PAPER MAN.

PAPER MAN

The word … the word … the word on the street is … well, the word on the street is that the word on the street will be heard last.  Even though it’s wet no one wants to be confined to take a silly test.

On the street there is a tiny picket line of children, protesting with signs.

They chant:  “Hell no, we can’t stay, waiting to take, your test today.”

MR. LEE is selling, “I LOVE ENOCH” T-shirts.

CAIN

Why won’t they listen?  Enoch?

PAPER MAN

I passed him on the way here.  He was on his way to water level.

CAIN runs down to the street.

ENOCH is ringing a bell on the corner with a sign in front of him that reads: “Have you seen God?”.  

ENOCH

Where?  I’m askin’, where?  Any evidence or information will be appreciated.  I’ve heard people talking about my father more than yours, so I have to ask, where?  This is a paid political announcement and you haven’t cast your votes!

CAIN

Go home!  All of you.  The pavement is falling at our feet and you’re still grasping at poles.  For the city’s sake, get back to work.  This isn’t funny.

The picket line gets louder.

DORIS and HOWARD are on the scene. 

DWIGHT takes out one of the leaders.

LILY is seen in the background, in a different disguise.

EMILY

Hey, baby face, why don’t you sing us a song?

The band plays, and ENOCH begins to sing.

ENOCH

I dreamed about you


Underneath the water

I dreamed about you and me


Underneath the water          LILY is seen leaving.

I dreamed about me



Underneath the water




I dreamed about me and you


Underneath the water



CAIN

I fell into 




I feel my brother inside


The raging water


as I lose my breath

I couldn’t find you



a little


Underneath the water

I dreamed about you


Underneath the water

I dreamed about you


Underneath the water

AL turns the doorknob to his deli, and a BOMB (#2) detonates, destroying everything but the door.  Shrapnel everywhere, terrorizes the people into fleeing for their homes.  No one stays on the street but CAIN and ENOCH.
CAIN

Tomorrow we’ll have a parade.

The sun sets.

DAY 16

All lights are out.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention.  Stay away from power lines and electrical wires.  Electrocution is also a major killer in floods.  Electrical current can travel through water.  Report downed power lines to the Enoch Utility Company or local emergency manager.

The sun rises.  The electricity is back on.

Everyone stays home and watches t.v.

CAIN

There will be no rain delay for today’s parade.  As a matter of fact our namesake is there to tell us how it’s going.

CAIN turns the camera to ENOCH who stands in front of a blue screen.

On everyone’s television, it looks as if ENOCH is at the parade.

ENOCH

Thank you Father.  Now as you can see the parade is well on its way, and its just fantastic.  Let me take you back a bit, and show you what you missed.  To a crowd of well over several thousand, the Enoch Marching Band played a rousing rendition of “Enoch, Enoch”.  Everyone was singing.  Quite a moment.  Then, well, there I am on the elephant.  Pretty big animal, I must say.  Wow.  After I came along, well, here you see the employees of Enoch Inc. on their fantastic float, “Forever Enoch”.

The sun sets.

CAIN

Can people catch any more of the parade, if they left now?

ENOCH

Unfortunately, no.  But I’d like to thank everyone who did come out for the parade.  I love you too.

The electricity goes out again.

Darkness.

DAY 17

The sun rises.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention: Turn off your electricity when you return home.  Such appliances, such as television sets, can shock you even after they have been unplugged.  Don’t use appliances or motors that have gotten wet until they have been taken apart, cleaned, and dried.

The PEOPLE are at work.

They sing.

WORKERS

Well, it’s early in the mor – in the mornin’

Baby, when I rise, Lordy, mama

Well, it’s early every mor – in the mornin’ 

A-baby when I rise, well-a

Well-a, when I rise, well-a

Well-a, whosonever told it, that he told a –

He told a dirty lie, babe.

Well-a, whosonever told it, that he told a –

He told a dirty lie, well-a

Well-a, whosonever told it, that he told a –

He told a dirty lie, babe.

Well the eagle on the dollar – quarter,

He gonna rise and fly, well-a.

He gonna rise and fly, sugar.

He gonna rise and fly, well-a,

Well, the eagle on the dollar – quarter

He gonna rise and fly, well-a

Well, it’s early in the mor – in the mornin’

Baby, when I rise

CAIN surveys the workers, and speaks the following over the above.

CAIN

The city is built on paper work and red tape.  To GEORGE.  Hey, sir, your pants are soaking.

GEORGE

You don’t say.

The sun goes down.

ADAM

I’m not going outside anymore.

EVE

It just doesn’t seem to be stopping.

ADAM

Sure it’ll stop.

EVE

How many days has it been?

Silence.

DAY 18

The sun rises.  Still raining.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention:  Watch for animals, especially snakes.  Small wild animals that have been flooded out of their homes may seek shelter in yours.  Use a pole or stick to poke and turn items over and scare away small creatures.

DORIS

They whose guilt within their bosoms lie

Imagine every eye beholds their blame.

DWIGHT

Why do you think they bombed your establishment?

AL

What they have against me I still don’t know.  Why bomb all the meat?  Why?  I have done nothing to no one.  And for that I am punished, attacked?  I have always been fair.  I have always been fair.  What do they want perfection?  Okay, so … I did knock a catholic lady’s papers out of her hands on accident.  I didn’t stop.  I supposed she deserved it.  Maybe.   Maybe they’re vegetarians.  I don’t know.

The sun goes down.

“Are You Lonely Tonight?”

HOWARD

The poisoned apple has been sent.  All the dwarfs are roosting indoors.  Snow White will have his day.

DAY 19

The sun rises.

CAIN is up.

 ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention:  Obedience to the Law.  In addition to taking an active part himself, the citizens should follow the wishes of the majority of his fellow citizens as expressed in the law.  It is necessary in a city for people to obey the opinions of the majority, even though you may not understand or approve of all the laws, but should follow them as long as they remain laws.
GEORGE is in his home writing a letter.

GEORGE

I did not disregard the parking tickets I received because of any certainty or hope that I would escape penalty.  I did not, and do not, defy the law.  It is disturbingly true, however, that I have to respect  for the law as currently administered, and I have a disrespect for the traffic court as that court is conducted.

CAIN gets on television.

CAIN

Hello.  For those of you still in shock, Enoch Public Safety officials would like to assure the people that we are now prepared for any kind of terrorist act, random shootings, letter bombs or any kind of chemical warfare. Nothing is anticipated.  So rest assured, we are prepared for terrorism.  Now back to this.

The sun sets.  ENOCH comes to CAIN from behind the camera.

ENOCH

Are you still able to swim?

CAIN

I haven’t in a long time.

ENOCH

Is this going to stop?

CAIN

We’ve just begun.

DAY 20

The sun rises.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention:  Look before you step.  After a flood, the ground and floors are covered with debris, including broken bottles and nails.  And floors and stairs that have been covered with mud can be slippery.

CAIN sleeps.

Up to her waist in water, LILY talks to CAIN.

LILY

What I mean by that is - and look at me

when I'm evaporating - I do believe you

can't sleep at night, I just can't stay awake  

What's missing is the beauty of underwater life,

a breathy confession in cement shoes

The moon governs each airtight kiss...

Five words to prevent contamination of the water:

Do not admit you're thirsty.  Ahhhhhhhhhh,

caught you looking into the pools of my eyes

What I mean by that is.   No man is an island

Sure, I remember you don't like water sports

just thought I'd try again, before we drown in a glass of water

swallowing sand in a tumble towards the edge of ...

Considering the closeness of the sun, we look quite pale...

What I mean by that is... 

It's our propensity towards waterfront property

that holds you tightly against me

CAIN wakes up gasping for air.

The sun sets.  LILY is gone.

ENOCH is at CAIN’s door.

ENOCH

Are you alright?

CAIN

We’ve got to work fast.

DAY 21

The sun rises.

GEORGE is still writing his letter.

GEORGE

Guilty or no, the recipient of a summons for parking or for a moving violation receives the same type of automatic treatment.  The heavy handedness of court personnel and the apparent disinterest of the judge, especially in routine cases, hardly can be expected to instill a regard, much less a respect, for the court.

DORIS, DWIGHT and HOWARD knock on CAIN’s door.

DORIS

Are you ready?  We’re all ready.

CAIN and ENOCH follow the three, who now look like a t.v. crew.

The sun sets.  

They all arrive to the new improved Throne Room, where they begin going live on television with ENOCH hosting his own late-night call in, prayer service.  ENOCH appears on all the televisions.

ENOCH

Are you still awake?  Have you been waiting for me?  You can’t sleep and you found us here at the Royal Phone Connection, now listen … the prophet has to operate and live by his faith and by his anointing, that’s why when you make a vow, when you make a pledge, you be sure to donate your seed.  Because Cain will provide your seed to sow and your bread to eat, your daily bread, he’ll provide that too, and multiply the seed sown, not the seed, but the seed sown – that’s your offerings, fulfilling your vows.  There is nothing more powerful than giving the Devil a black eye, giving doubt a black eye.  Giving unbelief a black eye, but being a doer of Cain’s word.  Quickly call. 

ENOCH reads a couple of his prayer cards.

Here’s Esther, wants a fresh anointing.  Ta Ba Ha Sha Ta.  Thank you Cain.  Esther, I’m going to pray for you.  Diane, she said that prophetic word was for her.  See what happens when you acknowledge the power, I am going over to my prayer area, if you’re going to call, you need to call now.  Right now.  Right … now.  You gotta let FAITH be your life jacket.  Quickly call.

The rain picks up.

The power goes out.

DAY 22

RICH watches the sun rise as he drinks and cries.

RICH

Are we living in a damn aquarium?!    Come back!!! Come back!!!!!

ENOCH

Hey, Is there any way I can cheer you up?

RICH

No.   I ran yesterday.  Four miles up then four miles down, it usually helps – but – today it’s still raining.

ENOCH

I have something for you.

RICH

A life preserver.

The sun sets.

ENOCH

I’ve got to go now.  Sorry.  We’ll rendezvous later. 

RICH

Now you take care of yourself or else He points up will be angry cause Points again  put us here for a reason.  You hear?  We just gotta find out what that reason actually is.  And I’ll leave it at that.

ENOCH

I think I’ve seen your reason.

RICH

And I see yours.

DAY 23

The sun rises.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Health advisory.  Stay out of the rain.  Day twenty-three.

Nothing happens.  Still raining.

The sun sets.

CAIN is lying in bed.

CAIN

I can remember the room, real well, but not what happened.  The sheets, the walls, the t.v., the window, the lamp, the carpet, the pillows, the bathroom.  I know his hands, my Daddy.  Abel?  A room filled with dust.  Can you breathe?   Sing?

DAY 24

The sun rises.

K

What awful weather here. Cold, rainy, just. Today I do not feel much to say because I'm just without words anymore.   Today, on my way to the city, I spotted an enormous gray cloud above horizon and realized that I've never seen one like that before. It was the smoke from the targets, which were attacked. The rain hasn't helped at all.  The end will not be when the bombing will stop.  It will just be the beginning of the worser life. 

A lot of the people want to get out of here once this all is finished.   Finished, what a great word, or simply the end. 

The sun sets.  

ENOCH appears on the late-night television again.
ENOCH
Someone is having a real financial problem, a real serious, someone’s got some kind of a major problem they are facing right now.  If you have any kind of a problem, or troubles, troubles, troubles, troubles, troubles, troubles, someone, someone with troubles, troubles call me right now.  You’re coming down to this alter, you’re saying, “Enoch, I’ve got troubles.”  And I’m going to take your prayer requests, your prayer card down here to our alter, our little area over here at the fountain.  Now I’m going to agree that I’m going to use the name of Cain with you in faith, and I’m also going to yell at the Devil a little bit, okay?  I I  I  I   I  get violent because I hate how the devil has been violent against you.  There’s that person with some type of financial troubles, and bring your check book up to the TV set, when I stick my hand out, I want you to bring your check book or your bills up to the TV set, we’re going to get that mountain removed, okay?  Now, let’s let’s let’s get ready.  The rest of you have a few moments to quickly get your prayer requests in.  Now I’m going to take my book, right here, 

We here at the Royal Phone Connection, we don’t owe man nothing but to love him, it don’t mean we don’t have those bills, we supernaturally pray every, pay and pray, we pray over those bills and Cain pays them.  Now my brother, my sister I’ll lay my right hand on top of yours.   Someone with migraine headaches, you need to call, the anointing of Cain is going to flow through my hand, quickly call. I’ve got your’s Patricia.  Lucille, I’ve got yours.  Barbara wants me to pray for a job, you have not because you ask not brother, you’re going to have to humble yourself and let somebody else pray for you.  That’s right.  I’m not praying in my name anyway.  I’m praying in Cain’s name.  And I’m not praying what I got, I’m praying what He’s got.  My Cain.  I’ve got the revelation, Jehovah-Jirah, my provider.  My Cain will supply.  He will provide your every need.  Even the desires of your heart.  It’s very important that you call right now, while the spirit of Cain is moving, don’t miss Cain.  You’ve missed Cain several times, but don’t miss him right now.  I lay my right hand on your prayer request, I stretch my other hand out, put your hand on top of mine, quickly.  

Every person with a TV gets on their knees and put their hand on the screen.

ENOCH

Thank you father.  Thank you.  Thank you father.  There’s the anointing.  Thank you father.  Thank you father.

DAY 25

The sun rises.

GEORGE is still writing his letter.

GEORGE

The computer which you welcome so strongly is not really new to the traffic courts of the city.  I have known only automations whenever I appeared before the traffic bench.  Following the drone of the clerk comes the often unintelligible drone of the judge, comes the identical decision, whatever the degree of mitigation.  His “Honor” is in a $5 mood, or is having a $10 morning.  

MR. LEE is selling sleeping pills door-to-door.

BORIS yells at the people in their homes.

ENOCH comes out to see what’s going on.

BORIS

I love Enoch

I love Enoch

I love Enoch

Noah is coming 

Noah is coming

Hallelujah Hallelujah

LILY, dressed as an Avon Lady, leaves a package in front of BORIS and runs.  BOMB #3 goes off.
PAPER MAN

They said it would happen.  They drew pictures for us and it happened, they did it again.  Well, if we can’t laugh at it, we’d be dead.

The sun sets.

CAIN gets on the phone.

CAIN

Hello?  Hello?  Psychic Friends?  Can you help?   Can you tell me what’s the special for tomorrow?  I’ll stay inside if I don’t like the soup, so please be upfront.  Can you connect me to Eden?  Can you see them?

We see ADAM and EVE at home.

ADAM

I’m not going outside anymore.

EVE

It just doesn’t seem to be stopping.

ADAM

Sure it’ll stop.

EVE

How many days has it been?

Silence.
DAY 26

The sun rises.

K

I have headaches for the whole day because I couldn't sleep last night. The detonations... just too much.  This early morning at 3:00am a bomb went off at the RTS building (National run TV). I couldn't believe it. In it at that time were 150 people, they broadcasted the live news and then big bada boom!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  Many of them injured, about 10 dead - not sure about the number.  Still some are under the wrecks.   I'm without the words.   Right now as I'm saying all this they are still trying to get those people out from there. The weather is awful, raining, cold, and I hope that they will save some more people. The word was fought with bomb! 

The word can't be killed or destroyed.

The sun sets.

This night we see:

CAIN at home

DORIS, DWIGHT, and HOWARD playing Super Spy

And ENOCH sneaks out, and meets with K.

The MOTHERS take their water-filled strollers for a stroll  in their homes.

CAIN

Where are the babies?

DAY 27

The rain begins to fall so hard, that night and day are one hazy.  No one goes outside of their office or home at all.

Most of the action will happen above the audience.

The action leads to a Bausch painting affect of intimate moments, shattered across one landscape, simultaneously

ENOCH  To K.

I saw it blow up.  I was there.  Debris all around me.  I    I saw it blow up.  The dust didn’t clear for hours.   There was just a pile of glass and air-conditioners, with an occasional person popping through the top of the mass.  They kept coming out of the mound like ants, broken, carrying their worser half.  A day’s worth of paper work and photographs before they start fishing … poor slobs in ties.   I wonder if they were surprised?

MR. LEE continues to sell “sleeping pills”.

He knocks on DWIGHT’s door.

DWIGHT opens the door with a gun out.

DWIGHT

What makes you think I won’t kill you?

MR. LEE

I’m not going to hurt you.

DWIGHT

No you’re not.

MR. LEE

Would you like try some of Mr. Lee’s Sleeping Pills?

DWIGHT

Turn around and pretend you didn’t just say that.  MR. LEE turns around.  Pause.  DWIGHT then closes his door.

GEORGE

It is not alone the enforcement machinery that must move efficiently.  Much more important is it, in my view, that the traffic courts be substantially improved as to the caliber of personnel both administrative and judicial; and improved as to the procedure – so that a defendant can reasonably expect an unformula-ed and individual hearing and feel confident that he can expect to be treated decently, with no loss of human dignity.

DAY 28 & 29

CAIN

Again, I wait for the end but I don’t see it coming at all.

Three knocks on CAIN’s door.  Three Enoch Police Department Officers come into CAIN’s Throne Room.

HOWARD/EPD

This is the situation:

DORIS/EPD  To CAIN.

Hold my hand.

DWIGHT/EPD

Officer Howard.

HOWARD switches channels, showing the CAIN what the PEOPLE are up to.   Seen through each person’s window they go through brief moments with one and all of the characters in the show.

We see, MARY looking for her keys, AL is trying to masturbate, the PAPER MAN is writing, GEORGE passes ENOCH in the office …

ENOCH

Hey George, you’re soaking wet.  It must really be coming down, huh?

GEORGE

They say it’ll be done tomorrow.

ENOCH

Would it would come.

 while SARAH is working-out, MR. LEE  is making something, ENOCH is seen handing RICH some blue prints in an office, BORIS is singing and dancing in his room, K quietly waits, while EVA tries to sleep and EMILY cries in her room.

The scenes are seen individually then simultaneously.  CAIN, and the three EPD officers do a little dance.

CAIN

Well, is he on?

EVERYONE’S television turns on with ENOCH on it.

ENOCH

Someone needs to call about their eyes, there’s another person with something wrong with their liver, and there’s a pancreas problem.  There’s someone who is being attacked by diabetes.  You need to quickly call.   Many people they don’t call and it just keeps going.  Thank you father.  Thank you.  Thou foul spirit of sickness and disease!, you foul demon of fear, you foul demon of pain, and arthritis – I break your power in the name of Cain.  You foul spirit of cancer, that’s trying to attack this woman and this man and cause them to have a premature death, I break your power for them, in the name of Cain.  My brother, my sister I lay my right hand on top of your prayer request, that’s you down at this alter, and I stretch my left hand out to you in the name Cain, there’s the anointing.  Hallelujah.  I don’t know how much more Cain can talk to you.  You’ve got to be deaf, dumb and dead not to be able to hear Cain in a time like this.  Quickly go to your phone before the devil steals your faith.  He’s stealing it right and left.  But we’ve got to fight the fight of faith, and lay hold unto eternal life – Quickly go to your phone.  Right now, he’s stealing your faith.  Right now.  Right now.  Right now   And remember, the best is yet to come.     Call us, right now.  Right    now.   Right now.

EVERYONE tries calling, but the line is busy.

DAY 30

CAIN is seen outside of ADAM and EVE’s home, in the only backyard.

ADAM and EVE now have SETH, their replacement son.

CAIN

I know you wanted to cut me off at the boulevard but how can I stand back and let you believe I’M AS BAD AS YOU THINK I AM.  The city you read about is your grandson, or can you think that far ahead?  When will they let you out?  Is there a Release Date here?

SETH finds CAIN in the old backyard.  He sticks his tongue out at CAIN.

A single white tooth rests in SETH’s tongue.

What are you going to wish for?

SETH

My brother.

CAIN

Come here.

CAIN moves to embrace SETH, when ADAM walks outside.

ADAM

I miss you.

And the rain comes down harder.

DAY 31 & 32

EVERYONE makes their way to a tiny movie theatre to see a movie.

K

In the city, tonight, believe it or not, I went to a cinema! 

For the first time since this all happened. First when we came it wasn't working because the air siren was still on and it wasn't working. But we are big movie fans and we waited a bit and there it goes, the sirens for ending the air danger.  The worst thing is that the cinema is across the army HQ which was hit a couple of times, but we taught and we were right that they will not attack that area today. 

EMILY

See, I can cry.   I can have emotions.  I go to the movies, I cry.  See, I can have emotions.  I can feel what they’re feeling and it’s nice … not feeling myself for awhile.    I like Mel Gibson.

K

While you are inside it feels kind of awkward because you know that you can't hear the sirens, but on the entrance the info. is put saying where is the nearest shelter and where are the exits and how we should leave the cinema as soon as we hear sirens.  It is like we wanted to escape in some other world watching the latest Star Trek movie, and in it Captain Picard said something really good, as if he was saying about the current situation here.  He asked how many lives should be lost until all makes us aware or something like that). How many? Isn't 100 people an enormous amount of people? How many? Millions? Will it then be serious and should be stopped? 

I really do not know.   Maybe if the ones I saw on TV who are waiting for the tickets for Star Wars realize that an excellent premiere should be held here because it is more than reality. We have our own sci-fi movie every night, but I guess that fighting in Star Wars is less cruel, and more real to them. They are in their seats and eat popcorns made in microwaves.   We here are left with the bombs and surround stereo system of sounds every day.  Maybe we are PG rated or something.   The circle is turning and spinning but it will stop soon  I hope.

A newsreel plays in the tiny movie theatre: “Noah’s Two by Two Zoo Sets Sail!”  complete with pictures of RICH steering the ship in the rain.

CAIN whispers in the dark to ADAM.

CAIN 

I looked for you at every parade.  I screamed.  I guess you couldn’t hear me.

I guess you couldn’t hear me either, Lily.  Lily.  Lily?

DAY 33

The PEOPLE safely walk back to their homes and offices by using oxygen masks.  It becomes a bubble-parade where everyone sees the sight of each other.   Most are uncomfortable.

EVA laughs uncontrollably.  Finally people just stop and stare at her laughing.

EVA

They can cut your oxygen with laughing gas for a nominal fee.

She continues to laugh.

ENOCH goes back on television.

ENOCH

We have a call from ah, Evelyn, from outside the city.  Thank you for calling.

EVE

Say a prayer for us, Enoch.  In the name of Cain, I’ve seen you help people and I don’t know how you do it, but if you can throw us a raft or something, it doesn’t look like there’s a rescue crew on the way, I called them three weeks ago, now the water’s over the roof and I’m beginning to think … 

ENOCH

Have you pledged your vow of faith?

EVE

I still believe.  I still believe.  The rain is going to stop isn’t it?  It’s just got to.  We’ve lost too many sheep out here!!  The cows are floating with bloated bellies.  Can there be a reason to this holocaust?

ENOCH

Ask yourself that question then come to Cain.

EVE

Enoch, how’d you get so handsome?  You know you’re a pretty man.  I love you Enoch.  Bye.

DAY 34

The EPD catch MR. LEE with a bomb, in his hands.

EVERYONE screams at MR. LEE.

EVERYONE

Terrorist!   Murderer!   Kill him!   Cut him to pieces!  Cut his fucking ears off!  Scum!  You killed my son!

The EPD bring MR. LEE to CAIN.

CAIN

Let him drown like a rat in a cage.

MR. LEE

You said it would be better then this.  You invite me for dinner then slap me at the door.   I threw my television into the River, just to stop your son from talking …

The EPD take him away and put him in a cell.

DAY 35

PAPER MAN

An Episcopal priest was sentenced yesterday to three years probation for illegal drug possession after he smoked crack while preparing his sermon in a church rectory.
ADAM, EVE, and SETH are swept away finally by the water.

The sound of the tremendous sea begins to growl.

BOMB #3 goes off.

The Marching band begins to play – through Day 39.

CAIN

If everyone could just stick together.  Don’t panic.  There’s no need to panic.  Keep building higher!!!  Everyone get back to work, let the carnage wash away, it’ll be clean in the morning, but tonight … get back to work!!!

DAY 36

ENOCH stands high above water level, singing.

ENOCH

Today is the first day of the rest of your life.

If at first you don’t succeed try try again.

Perseverance breeds success.

The band is playing your song.

The weather report has been cancelled due to flooding.

Remember to pay your taxes on time.

Aren’t you glad you didn’t quit smoking?

Do this one for the Gipper!

Que. sera sera.  Seize the day.

The sun shines through the rain.

The people can see each other for the first time.

CAIN is too hot to smile.

K

I really think that I should leave. I love Enoch the most but I can't live in it if everything is like this. I simply can't. I have headache. we are all nervous. 

The people on the streets look like they are on drugs, wandering around and do not know where to go. People  do not know where to hide.  I do not know what else to say ... 

DAY 37

MR. LEE commits hara-kiri.

PAPER MAN

Moments before he slashed his stomach with a 11-inch fish-slicing knife today, Mr. Lee, a 58-year-old manager in a business suit was in heated talks over corporate restructuring with the president of one of the world’s largest tire makers and said he would commit ritual suicide.  He had been asked to step down as manager in charge of purchasing golf equipment.

LILY enters the Throne Room.

LILY

Mr. Lee was a copy cat Cain.

CAIN

Lily.  I’ve looked uptown for you, I searched downtown for days, I went to the east side but people just laughed, I went to the west side and no one had heard of you … 

LILY

He tried to steal my publicity.  I’m the wick and match, baby, and you see how quick people can hide under one umbrella?   

CAIN

Why did you leave?  I sent you letters and they all came back, “Return to Sender”.  

LILY

Do you know a good joke?

CAIN

No. 

LILY

You were never really that funny were you.

CAIN

Oh that’s great, you came back to say my clown act isn’t funny!  Get this sting ray out of my cage NOW!!!!

LILY

You built the city for one big parade that will never happen.

It rains even harder.

DAY 38

EVERYONE starts laughing, diving and swimming deep into the waters.

ENOCH

Now when I look up it looks like I’m looking down.  A mirror image of water on itself.  Tears are indistinguishable from rain and vice versa.  To dive is to fly and vice versa.  I give in.  Let’s ride.

ENOCH jumps himself.

DAY 39

CAIN

He fell slowly, a slow backwards flip, all neck and open chest. He was lit by sunlight through shimmering water. As he fell he looked suspended in motion, caught in the middle of a dazzling web of shards of light.  Resting his belly softly on the bed, he stayed, opening one eye, so he can look around.    It was like skydiving with out a parachute, but much much much slower.  Deeper than that.   Go to sleep Enoch.  Good night. 

CAIN jumps.

DAY 40
The entire space has turned blue by now.

Underwater silence.

A quiet low and high pitch reverberate.

CAIN

What if I stood here and said that all of this is bullshit.  The big bull made it and it stinks.  Refuse.  Without use.  Useless.  What if I stood here and said that all of this is bullshit.
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