Moses in Five Acts

a play to share for Passover

by Rebbe Wally
CHARACTERS

Pharaoh

Storyteller(s)

The Mother

Baby 

Miriam

Princess

Moses

Aaron

Slave Masters

Slaves

Former Slave

Props
The Pharaoh’s announcement sign

A basket for the baby

Scallions for whips

The Red Sea
PROLOGUE

The Pharaoh puts up a sign that reads: “PHARAOH’S LAW:  Death to your first-born son.  Starting now.”
ACT ONE – A MOTHER’S COURAGE

Storyteller:  Many, many moons ago, a mother sends her baby boy down the river in order to save him because she was caught between life and the Pharaoh’s law.  She builds him a small ark and sends him to an uncertain future.

Participants slowly pass around a basket with the smallest child or doll in it while whispering words of encouragement or making sounds of a river.  And/or you can sing “Swing Low”. 

Chorus:   Swing low, sweet chariot
Coming for to carry me home,
Swing low, sweet chariot,
Coming for to carry me home.

I looked over Egypt, and what did I see
Coming for to carry me home?
A band of angels coming after me,
Coming for to carry me home.

Repeat chorus.

The Mother weeps by the riverside then makes a solemn wish.

Mother:  Oh river, carry my son safely so he may grow in a land that is free.

ACT TWO – PHARAOH’S DAUGHTER

Princess, the Pharaoh’s daughter, goes to the river and swims. 
Storyteller:  The next morning, miles and miles away, Princess, the Pharaoh’s daughter, was swimming in a river with her friend Miriam who was from a different class and race.  Together they transcend the boundaries of society, envisioning something new.  As the sun starts to sparkle on the water the two friends see something floating peacefully down the river. 

Miriam:  Hello duck.
Princess:  Hello baby.  

Miriam:  You’re as calm as the water.  

Princess:  We’ll name you Moses.  You are welcome into our life Moses.  

Miriam:  Thanks for coming.      

The boy playing Moses enters.

Storyteller:  Miriam and the Princess raise Moses so he would know the truth of his relationship with the river that delivered him.  Moses grows up in the flow. 

Moses:  I am in this world by the grace of three mothers, the mother who gave birth to me, the mother that fished me out of the river and Mother Nature herself.   

ACT THREE  - MOSES GROWS UP

Storyteller:  Moses and his Jewish brother Aaron grow up working as slaves.

Song: Chain Gang   

Slaves go to work and are repeatedly beaten by Slave Masters with scallions. 

Slave Masters: (repeated) Keep working!  Keep working!!

Slaves: (repeated)  Oy!  Oy!!  Oy!  Oy!!

Storyteller:  One day Moses murdered a Slave Master that was hurting a worker badly.

Moses murders a Slave Master.

Moses:   Oh what a mistake!  I should be non-violent at all times.  Peace can only come after empathy.

ACT FOUR – GETTING THROUGH TO PHARAOH

Aaron and Moses go to see Pharaoh

Storyteller:  Moses and his brother Aaron go to Pharaoh and try to persuade him to let the slaves be free.  

Aaron:  Be reasonable Pharaoh.

Moses:  Be kind.

Pharaoh:  No!

Aaron:  Come on!

Moses:  Let my people go!

Pharaoh:  I said, No.

Storyteller:  Because Pharaoh doesn’t budge the Universe conspires to assist with Moses’ one big wish.  Ten plagues visit Egypt.  

ALL:  To sacrifice some of our pleasure in honor of the real plagues of our Earth, lets take out a drop of wine from our cup for each plague.  

Everyone around the table places ten drops of wine on their plates as they say the Ten Plagues.  The ensemble should act out each of the plagues.

1.  Pollution and privatization of water / Blood;  2. Frogs dead and maimed by chemicals;  3. Poverty / Lice;  4. extinction of thousands of species / Swarms;  5. mad cow disease/ Pestilence;  6. collapse of health care / Boils;  7. radical climate change / Hail;  8. famine & genetically modified foods / Locusts;  9. Darkness; 10. War & violence / death of the Egyptian first born.  

Storyteller:  Only after everyone’s first-born son dies does Pharaoh change his mind.

Moses:  How about now?

Pharaoh:  Get out of here!

ACT FIVE – EXODUS

Storyteller:  The Pharaoh’s bullies and thugs harassed and tortured the slaves as they left.  They pursued them all the way to the Red Sea.

Moses, Aaron, Miriam and the Slaves come to the Red Sea.

Aaron:  To Moses Now what are we going to do?  To everyone.  What can we do now?!

Slaves:  We can’t go back.

Moses:  Inspired.  Fear not friends, look forward.  In your thoughts say to the sea, “The sea is receding, thank you for doing that.”  Repeat it.

Everyone repeats quietly, “The sea is receding, thank you for doing that.”

Aaron:  The water is going down, lets go everyone!

Storyteller:  As soon as they were safe the red sea swelled again washing away all of the Pharaoh’s soldiers away.  Miriam led the women and the rest in a joyful celebration.

Big dance break.  Possible song: Bob Marley’s Exodus

Pour Miriam's Cup, a cup of water because waters birth new possibility.   Refill water glasses.

Storyteller: Miriam led the women in rejoicing as the Red Sea waters broke and made their escape final.  In the desert Miriam called forth the well of water that nourished the runaway slaves.  In honor of Miriam, we enjoy our water.

EPILOGUE 

Storyteller:  Over a million people wandered around the desert for a very long time.

Former Slave:  We put the Oy back in unemployment.  

Storyteller:  During their psychedelic journey Moses spoke to a burning bush, he talked with spirits on top of a mountain and he came down from that mountain with Ten Commandments that everyone is supposed to live by.  

Moses:  To All.  How many commandments can you name?  How many do you live by?

Listen to response.

Storyteller: Thanks for retelling the story of the exodus from Egypt.  Welcome back to our present day.   Now onward.

Applause.  Bows.
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